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=” The EPISTLE. JJ 
nity of the Subject indeed. 
makes ſome Compenſation 
for the defefls and mean- 
neſs of the Preſent - For 
the Argument is Truly 
Great and Noble in it 
felf; and what would de- 
ſerve. 2 much abler Pen , 

mire leiſure for "Abe 

| flraffions, a more Philoſo= 
phical Genius, and bath a 
wider, Compaſs and ach 
C ollefion of Thought 7 
any. I can pretend to. Thus 


may Þowever 'may 'be ſaid, 
That 
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ation" *$phbeþ bu Up : 
Gn be" ee, 
| ai Defion of the \ \Prbpit 
| which firſt gave Birth to 
| thi Diſcomfe, oBlig'd me 
| 702prutes as: } famikarly and 
praftically as the Subj ect 
- | mould well aaait- of, Such 
as it is, My Lord, my 
Relation to the Church of 
York: the juſt F Reem-one 
has for the Concurrence of 
for many exceltent -Quatifi= 
cations .in one Perſon, and 
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_ The PREFACE. . 


TP I have no great pro of Pre- 
faces, to ſmall _Tratts. eſpecially, 
that ſeem not to require . any Prolego- 
mena, and ſo en equently dcfrer'd. none; 
yet ſince the Printin, This off, 1 find my 
Tel under a ſort of $7 to: ſay 
ſomething that way ; having been. in- 
form'd by ſome Friends, that there was 
< Treatiſe ons Publiſhd (which has 
ſince come to. Hands ) with the {ame 
Title I defien'd for mine, and. wth a 
great Name annexed to it; and that 
bath the Book, and the Vanity (as they 
thought it) 0 rhe Title-Page paſs'd for 
mine with thoſe that did not know me. 
From which Imputation the publiſhing 
this will, Ihope ſufficiently clear me. - 
As th the Trad it felt” T ſhall make 
no other Refiefion on it, than that it 
were to be wiſh'd, that That Excellent 
Perſon, whoſe Name the Author is 
pleas; to make uſe of, had carried on 
his Meditations from The Government 
ofthe ac the $ prings and ee” 
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_____ The Preface, _ 
of all its Motions, thoſe Thou ghts that 


ſet '# a goiteg 1, [for thea we naught have 
rej Diſcourſe indeed upon 
the Argument. 
# have Fittle more to add, but that I 
am ſenſivle the Subjett T have here umn- 
dertaken might be manag'd after a much 
different manner from what 4 is by me; 
and that without rammng out either nt. 
0 the wide Field of Logick or the Ma 
ons;mbich are diftiatt Arguments,both in 
ky t arijar from what There intended. 
© 4 Manwho can tur his Eyes vigo- 
roy Ian, ond rea upto 
myſterious part of bimſelfemight 70 donut, 
| mae [er Rnelind heFeu on,  10# 
I 


26711Þ0. 2, the Obſervarior of the think- 
ingWorld: As, that 1n our moſt abſtratt- 


ed Reſearches after Truth, our Notices 
pf Things. are fetch'd more from extrinte- 
fuck and accidental hints, thaz q juſt ant 
regular Impurry ; and a Man ved falls 
upon 4 /uciy Thought as caſually as Prin- 
ting and Gun-powder were invented : 
| That if the. motion of our Thoughts 11 
compoſing, &c. like that of rhe Sun, be. 
both quick and bright 100, that yer ſome- 
thing.of Earth, as the Objeds of 8 g a 
Y UmMe. 
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The Preface. 


fume or vapour in the Head often inter- 
toſes betwixt 74 and, the Sun-ſhine- we 
enjoy'd, and FEclipſes the expefted Diſco- 
very : That ſometimes a ſudden Flaſh of 
Thought breaks in upon «s, but either ſo 

faintly bright, that it but juſt gilds our 
Underſtanding, and then flies off, or ſo 

plentifully,that it dazzles and over-pouw- 
ers our Faculties, that we cannot retain 
it, as Meatsof too high a Taſte are. not 
eaſily digeſted by a weak Stomack : That 

if our Thoughts run turbid and lutulent, 
as the dregs and ſediments of Mortaliy 
will often make them do, that then th 
riſe not up to the. heighth of their Sub- 
eds, if quick and ainble, that they ſe 
dom prove ſolid andweighty, as the ſame 
Stream #5 rarely rapid and deep too; hat 
the Poſition of a ( 


hain of Thoughts may 
be eaſilier Banter d than Confuted, and 
that their. Succeſſion js by n0 why a 
fortutrous a thing. as x0 PIG Me 

are apt to apprehend it. He might ſhew 
particularly, and at large,” how the. Pre- 
Judices of Education, Intereſt, Paſſion, 
VC. FErvers the Sentence of the Under- 
ſtanding, when... ;t fits upon its Objett; 

that hence principally derroe thoſe dif- 
© —- ferent 


a _— an "_ 


ER — or em 


ferem Sentiments of Things and Fer- 
fons.. thar ſo much Imbroil the World, 
a girorhewky i not for theſe Bribes that 
t our Thoughts, all Mankind 
et} ink alike bere'; as "tis certain 
oo. will doin each di ferent State here- 
after: Stmce Truth in everything 7s ftill 
the fame, and hike its Great Author, can 
be b. t One, 2 ftreight Line that admits of 
none but it elf berwixt the "he indrot- 
dual Points, and that *tis therefore in a 
conſiderable meaſure the Obliquity of 
_— _ "ot Aﬀe#ions that' binder 
Ge his from ranmng paralic 
pet it andont another. 

Thus & Man nts to ſerving the Work- 

> of  hjs Thoughts wpon' all. Occaſions; 
her of Specxtation or Pratfice might 

Py teh ortd with fuch Remarks mt 
id carry both Pleaſu 6 end Prof 3 7 
eek d Tet ns more ard more intorhe 
Rnowledge of the terra incognita of our 
own teffer World, ſhew-us both how we 
"hs hors we might improve the 
mighty Talent. And berem the Genius 
of Ariftotle pas admrably_ great : He 
read hinfetf, and therein alt Mankind, 
In -—þ rue Light and proper __ ; 
We or 
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' for one Man, ſtript to bis Reaſon and 
the due uſe of his Faculties, is but the 


counter-part of another. His Logick was © 


the pure reſult of his own Obſervations 
apon the working of bis Thoughts andthe 
proceeds of bis Reaſon : For Logick does 
- not teach us to Argue, Nature tid that 
before it, but reduces our arguings 1n- 
to Rules- and. Methods, and ſhews us 
how we do 17. 9 
Theſe Refleflions T have only briefly 
end haſtily buddled together, that if to 
chance to fall in with any happy and ob- 
ſerving Genus, they may ſet it on work, 
and be the fortunate occaſion of more 


perfett and conſummate Produthons in 


Hd ou ; GE I ſhould oe this 
lame and imperfet Eſſay infinitely better 
beſtow'd wp Re We be : 

or 1 am ſo ſenſible of its Imperfefions, 
that I could heartily wiſh it in my Hands 
again. But *tis now out of my awn 
power, and ſo I miſt be content to lie 
at the mercy of the Reader for ventu- 
ring with Jo ſmell a force of Thought on 


Jo great and noble an. Argument :' For” 


be that writes.on Thoughts, writes on 
zhe Pride and Perfetion of Humane Na- 
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ure, on that which muſt yield 16s in a 
great meaſure the Satisfatlions or Tor: © 


ments of the other Life , Thoughts ex- 
culing or accuſing their Owners. He 
zorites 07 that which'is- an unanſwerable 


Pr. 
tal Principle of Lite and Motion in us : 
For T defie all the Advocates of Deiſm 
or Atheiſm it ſelf, to concerve' Matter, 
bowſaever thinn'd or modified,” capable 
thinking : For no Man, T am ſure, if 
exiehtly conſults bis own" Principle of 
Thought,.can poffibly reconcile himſelf to 
this Apprehbenſion, That Matter, pure 
Matter, can Think," Meditate; Delibe- 
rate, Beflell, be Witty, Argue, Infer, 
purſue long Chams of Conſequences, and 
zmpart - to Man'\that 'Vivacity and 
Sprightfulneſs of Spirit,” and the Vaſt 
Lan of Gems, that” diſplays it ſelf in 
2 In a word, If any one 1s made wiſer 
x but 9 ſpecially better by what is here of- 
E fjerd, I have my End. © © 
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E that Jef ans to write of 

- Thoughts, had need tell 
.-the World, in the firſt 
place: what he means by 
theSubjett; of hisDiſcourſe ; for this. 

12 vaſt. Argument in the 'general, 
as wide-as the Exerciſe and Domi-. 
nion of all the Powers and Facul- 
ties//of the Soul, and had need 
therefore be determin'd to ſome 
particular | Kind or Species of. its 
Operions: for-there's no- ſayling 5 
B to -F 


2 The Government 
—— —__ | . — — . __w 
to any Profit or Pleaſure in fo wide 


an Ocean, without knowing firſt” 


whither you are bound, and-yhat 
determinate Port you ſteer for. 


- TIT THEN by Thoughts we do 
not underſtand-thoſe Motions that 

| paſs in the. lower Region of the 
Soul, the Paſſions or Aﬀections 
that are excited in the Will or in 

the ſenſitive Appetite, asſome love 

to ſpeak; theſe may indeed be 
touched upon now and then, by 
the by, but no otherwiſe. For be- 

ſides, that it is not my Deſign here 
to Write a Book of Ethicks, as the 

Argument, conſidered in that lati- 
tude, would oblige me to do; the 
OR or Afﬀections _ __ 

Thoughts, in Propriety of Speech, 
but the Effetts or Produdts of them: 
— Thoughts are the Parents, Paſſions 


the Oftfpring ; for by thinki 1g, wy 


 fetting, and the brooding 


upper 
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5Per Powers of! otir Soils, of 
01s "Urge" form'd" and brought 
forth hee? as: on fe OR, -on Aft 
*thit” Wea 
Hd as Rn "raiſes" in Ry 7 
on one that is yet in Ex 06G 
and. Defih: + 2S;” PRrEt con- 
trary, the'Thoi zhis bf 3h Objett 
chat 18 diſagrecable,” creapes' ih 8 | 
Far,” Anger, ' of Sorrbww, accord- 
ing'2s We conceive cit * Pons, or 


in in fatarity, - Nor”. 


IL -ÞO: F anna to ) ſpeak hitk 
of all--the Teveral Operations that 
are tranſacted in dec $2 Region 
of the Soul,” the Un ding, as | 
of its: itiple Perceptions, forming 
of Propofitions, Aiuſſive and Te- 
eainirig or recolſeting Power ; the 
Governineft of the cu ts, in 
this acdeptatiorr | of . NOT Word, 
would oblige me, to direct how | 
to fortn'ttue, and "diſcover falſe 
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aze at, E ak muſe; 
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an 


part : ariginally y.-repre ſent to 
IM (AE and our Fancies-from 
Fair, it forth -in jour Minds. 
Any Man who. gives himfelf, the 
id Fa, to think, and can. make: his 
znding : the Object. of. its 

1 lations, 4s conſcions 


ry. Inter- 
viewsof his Mind FP Hh EY | 
kt into, it, ; AB Both; own, _— 
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Obits for an cxeate;fiftitivus 
TINY jets PE 


ay} dren ' entertainment, 
a,Chamera of 7 
Gor 


ves 6K ou ain a 
! ©, bed pas he moſt 


- 


not real And 


Firs 
Fhe 
S 


_ farm'd 6n.this Argument, to dra 
the great and general Lines of ſees 
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cident--to our Thoughts, 'and'to 
endeavour: to preſcribe:the Regus» 
lation of them. 

BUT: to recommend a Deſign 
of this nature to the Minds of Men 
with better ſucceſs, it will be re- 


' quiſite,. in the firſt place, to pre- 


miſe ſome of thoſe many Obligati- 


. onsSthat hie upon us to govern our 


Thoughts. as well -as.our exterior 
YEOnes and Actions. 


Sz, : 2, 


' ND firſt, we are obliged | 
;tO! this - - Government - of 
hoaghes, becauſe we'ma tranſ- 
grels the; Divine Law by them; as. 
well as: by the 'tranfadtions- of Us 
outward Man, *T'was a fundamen- 
tal Flaw in the Righteouſneſs: of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, and-in-. 
deed' of  the.'g nerality of the 
whole [Jewiſh Nation, [that - they 
B.4 thought 


, The Government ; 
thavght/ an' External Obedience 
to-the Law; whichexempted/them 
from all Temporal Penalties due to 
the Violation ef "it; ſufficient: to 
denominate them Righteous, with- | 
outany regard:had to the Innocen- - 
cy.of : thew:Hearts and Aﬀe@tions. 
'Tis no ſtrange thing indeed, that 
the Heathens generally, who were | 
left to i the Divine Nature 
with the naked/Eye.of their own 
Faculties, ſhould content them- 
ſelves with duch an-external Righ- 
teouſneſs, or \Obedience as this, 
which, reached-! the outward Man 
onely;. but-it- is 2 very ſurpriting 
Confideration, that the Jews:thetn- 
flyes ſhould take up withit,; who 
ktew ;their Law.to havebeen Ena- 
_Redby a God,:that is/a Searcher of | 
_Hearts,' whorequires the ſervice'of þ 
«he Spirit, and: /will be Lov'd' att 
Obey'd with.all-the Powers and Fa- 
cultics of:the Mind. But yet thus 


If whe Thou: by 
Tt was with that' Tow NY carh 
Peopk &: They had'very little Cont 
cetn upon them for the jenelier 
of the Precepts, that related'to the 
Regula fing-the Motions of the in 
ward Man: for there beingno Pe- 

nalties expreſly annexed to then, 
they looked'on them | as * Advice 
rather” than” Precep#, "or at worlt, 

that the Guilt, ”contrated by. their 
mental "Sins, "was" "6 "done away 
by theirSacrifices, thatGod would. 
_ member” chem no more. They 
*.ungerſtood' little "or Tiothing 'be-. 
yond'the Political” Coveriant, the 
Terms whereof chiefly inflaenc' d 
their Obedience, and -1o' DE. Ur 
with" fuch a political Righteou! 
neſs; as confiſted in the:Obedhehce 

of the Civil: Laws of the Jewiſh 
'Commonweal : © Hence: it 1s, "that 
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Heart and Je 5, fcom'd to fijm 
ncapabl of Obſervance; and that 
Joſephus, reprohends. Polybins the 
bſtorian, ar, alcribing the Death 
of Antiochus to Sacrilege intended, 
| h- not committed by. him, 
nÞ pur rojo T0 iþ300 GeAdo- 
Hhoor, > FP Tweweles afyv,  * For 
'*as long, -/a#h he, as he.did not 
© afually execute his Intentions, he 
*deſerv'd no Puniltunent: Andthat 
this was theold received Notionof 
| Obedience, appears plainly-enough 
from our $avigur's correcting this 
Miſpriſion, inthe 5th. of $t. Mat. 
Te have heard, faith he, -ver; 21. 
_ that it was ſaid LE: them of old Hime, 
actually Murder another, be was 
thought to have kept within the 
Bounds of the ds Command- 
oide'P, ment, 
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ment, as indeed-he did, as. to the 
[Temporal - Penalty annex'd to: the 
Violation of it, which was then. 
principally regarded ; but our Lord: 
tells them plainly; ver. 22. That the 
Guilt 1n thispartigular, liesas deep- 


_ as the very Beginnings, the fir{t 


Efforts and Sallies of an angry Mind 
towards a fooliſh Quarrel that may 
end.in Blood; - in which Senſe St. 
John affirms, that whoſoever hateth 
bis Brother is a Murderer, 1s alrea- E 
dy ſo, tho' his Sword+be ftill un- 

ſheath'd, and he has ſtabb'd him 


_ only in Effigie. Again, ſays he, 


to the ſame purpoſe, at the 27th; - 
Te have. heard that it was ſaid. 
by them of bld time, thou ſhalt not 


commit Adultery, if a Man did but 


- refrain from the actual 'Embraces. of. 


a forbidden Bed, how keenly ſoe- 
ver he debauch'd by the ſtrength of 
an impure Imagination, yet he was, 
for all that, in their Notion of 
I: Obedi-- 
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12 + The Government 
Obedience, a Cliaſt/ and Modeſt 
theta a:Rape may bs Committed: in- 
ton Glance. - And that the Jewiſh 


— 


«<* 


.. Notion :.of Obegience, 1s :not yet 


altogether antiquated under-Chri= 


ſtianity, ſeems buttoo evident from 


that trite proverbial Saying amongſt 
us; that 0 vehts: are. free's as if 


when Mendurſt not let-looſe their 


Hands, ortheir Tongues, to-work 


 Wickednelſs; yet they. might- give 


their Defires and Imaginations their 
full ſwing ;- and muſe,” and wiſh, 
and contrive, and pleaſe themſelves 
with the Invention and Images of 


_ thoſe things: which they. think it 
' notſafe toputinexecution; where- 


2s, on the contrary; | the, Laws of 


our Lord: prefcribe- to our: Aﬀedti- 


ons, ſet bounds to our Fancies, re- 
gulate our Deſires, dire: our [In- 


tentzons, goyern our Wiſhes, ſtrike 


at 


, ” & ET wich 1 Ob ov 055 S: # NC” iu HA BL. OR 
: j , ly $$ 4 2 i 
Sa % Bo es I - 4. z o 


wy 


ws” ——_—_— anmſ—————atats. 
— rms Trough, 13. 
t NF arSin io the Embryo, and:check the 
$. firſt vojuntary moti Ons and-tenden- 
| Ges of the Mind to Evik! Volyn-.. 
; tary, 'I ſay, betauſe”” tis-/hard to 


_ imagine, "that thoſe wotwrprime 
" jos" the Schools-ſpeak, rr 48 
I. ftirrings: of Concupiſcence ' which 
" come not within the” verge and 
© "of the' Will, ſhould "fall 
under the/laſh-and - cenſure of the 
Law; a Souldier 13s fiot puniſhed 
for having'an Enemy to encounter, 
bur-for notdoing his-Duty'to® 16+ 
pel hisaflaults, if, inſtead'of watch- 
ng and reprefling his'Mocions, -he 4 
_ rather- entertains him, "then; but gr 
not till" then, let the Law an "2M 
on him. - God: wilt certain 
niſh.no Man - for an Imperfeon- 
that is not in his Power to pre- 
vent, and/which:he did 008 Fi 
5 - af vojuntarily Contra&, :will'not 
j callusto. an Account for being | 
7 per Subjects of the: Operations bn 


14 The Govcramenc 


hisGrace; but for miſ-uſing it, and: 
_ will-not require» xt at any Man's 
Hand's that he. has the Seeds 
of Evitſcatterd inhis Compoſition ; 
but for-- ſuffering them to frudZify 
inthe foil. However, . it maſt whirl 
be own'd; "That as- to all the irre-., 
gular Motions of | the inner Man, © 
that | fall under/ the diſpoſal of 
all under Sin, that, by: the wicked 
Max's forſaking his thoughts, the 
aſs vain Th! that fly 
upand down his Mind; he might | 
wp wore abundantl ly pardon, Ia. 55. 
To: accordingh. the ſame = 
pher tells mo thoſ that * ory 
z ſpirit, ape _ that at 
in ning evil, Prov. 14. 22. 
in ag denow ces woe to the 
| Dewiſe i/ers of TT Hence the ſame 
Wiſe King [ tells us in one - | 


£62902 i 2Js. 


place, 


, 


rw 2, ts... 


dead 


of the: Thoughts. 15 
place, that-* the Hhonght of fol 
_ is fon; 1 another place, that 
b jhey ore whotlewih evils; in a third, 
in; © the; thoughts of the wicked 
are -a# abomination :to the Lord ; as 
his ' Father |Dyvid-had-befors ob- | 
ſerv'd of: ſome, that their inward 


' parts were very wickedveſs,” and tells 


us of others, | that * zz their heart 
work aa, Hence again it is 


_ that St. Peter requires * Simors Mi-- 


gms to repent of the thoughts of his 
beatt (foriwhat i the Subje&. of 
our Repentance but our Sins) == 
St. Paw wo oe us to 5 bring 
Captivity every bt to the! yier's 
ence rg omar eee, ſuppoſes, that 
vesi they are naturally 
Rebellious, that our Saviourrepre- 
hends.; the Phariſces for *rhinkarg 
Boil, andaffirmsof * * Boil Thoughts, 


"BY * Prov. 24» &.* Prey, Ids > © Pro. ths - 
4 Pſal. 5. 9. © Pſal. 58.2. * 4858.22, 82 Cor. 
wag, Þ Matte 94s Matte 15. 18,19. we 
It at 


Th e 24 rment. 


that 2h2y Tones Mir] as well 1 
ke ey ſhoot! forth: -into exte- 
rior 'Adtions:of: Marder,* Adultery, 
Se. i:The very' intehtion and” de. 

«whereof he- elſewhere 'c nals: 
with overt Tranſpreſſions of the 
kind... The Realbn of Al: 1s, That: 
—_— the Fathor of the Spi- | 
rits\of all 'fleſti, !-and che: Kingdom 
of his Sor aPpitirua}Kin omtos, 
-tis-congruons both to" e Divine 
"Nature, and. ours, which is a\ſtr+> 
'Qure of: tus, that "his 'Laws "bear 
fway in our$piritual 'part; in our: 
:Hearts\and Souls,” our Wills and: 
Aﬀettions; For would we havean 
Infinitely Glorious Spirit, ſerv'd by 
dull. Fleſh and Blood: only; and not 

| _ like himſelf, in Spirit- and 
trath, Ge lres thoſe prime Pro- 


Fam us Men, and would 1 we 
ay.um but. the-ſpiritlels Hoang | 


. £21 


6 the Animal pa of s'>. Hs: ro 
inted a noble, Urid - immortal 
inciple of Life and Motiowin 

we and ſhall it not ſhare in our'O- 
bedience tohim, and conſ gently 
in: the Guilt: of the Tran 

of 'his' Laws?" He '1s the! Nattinat 


"| Lord of bork' Soul and Body;: hes 
_ bought them with a Price 

"| rherefore all the [Reaſon* ro 

2 | World'the'Obedievce we Pay. ith 
Y ſhould/be commenſurate to'the'ex- 
- | rentofhisPurchaes; ſothat'il 

«| have. any juſt abhorrence of Sin in 
[. the trne Lat ude”'of the' Divine 
" conſtruftion of 3 it; we muſt govern 
- | our Thoughts, /as-wellas obſerve 
meakure in in car Words ad? 


$xer. iy > 0s 


UT I hall farther evince the 
obligations that lie upon'tis 
to- ofder- olir | 0" "Pico _ | 


Ss 
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x8 The Government 
from ſuch conſiderations as ſeem 


to-enhance the guilt of mental Sing 
yg thoſe of the Take Mar, 


.. 
ns... 


LT Ho it-- be; an arguinont 
that Sin has. acquired an arbitrary 
power over us, and-that the Law. in 
onr Members has got. the aſcendant: 
over the Law of our Minds, when 
the! ſeeds af evil: Thou Ut ſhoot 
forth into, criminal ords and 
Agtions, and -in.- this reſpeft :the 
Ofipring. is worſe: than, the, Pa-. 

rent; (that is, 'tis' worſe to. ſj peak 
and do Evil than: berely' to think 
2006 conſider. the currard af 

Ty: al t -. 

he d from chok re- 

vious cogitations that give them 

Birth, and then the BY of the. 
' Mind aro infinitely more criminal ; 

IQ7-15.4t. not worlſe to. proſtitute an | 
2 to'fin and folly than 

A. 
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— Gareaſe? The one is 
Take nature of/'an Artificer-'that 
models and contrives the Sin,” the 
other but as the inſtrument as it 
Were 1n 1tS Hand; and who reckons 
the murdering Sword as faulty'as 
he that dard; to- ſheath it in his 
Brother ? "The one is as the Mother 
ofthe ſpurious Brat, or the Womb 


wherein Luſt-'firſt conceives, till 


the Heart grow bigand the reckon- 
ing/of the'Sin- 4 out; the other 
only comes. and Midwives-:it 'into 
> forth: qr 


Guilt that > No Gin na cor» 
ryption- of the' Mind , and why. 
{bould - the worſt ations of the 


outward Mane reputed any more 
finful than theſe bf the Horſe an@ 
the Mule that-bave no Underſtand- 


_ For: Sin 3s. properly in _ 


Sata + 


— 
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| #2. 
SE ONE 


te ; - 
Soul only';/ the: proper ſubjet both ; 
of: gan of that One” which | 
pms tt 57 1ITCD DES WD DLONUEY * 
| | 511 8 JEG C+L1ZV9 | 


faſt in the- Tranſgraſion, nd bs 
eADEC; _-_ pl | CE "a Y F IF 


any are Ring-leaders' in'the Re- 
betlion: of /Sin :againſt'. God, and 
Perfons of that Character are- ge- 
nerally-made as exemplary'i in their 
Puniſhment, as they -are' for thei? 
Crime'; theſe are the firſt be; ps 
of heir 'B Father the Devil, 


eo of} 9 
" {rene 'of Sin in us. - 'G he bs 
Heart proceed- evil Thoughts, Muyr=- 
ders, Kece.c There the Son of vio- 
lence fir lays his ſcene'of Blood, 
loner of preſſion, tho 
and fo of theteſts for x'Man firſt 
deviſes 
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deviſe "Hick, in-the Pſalmilſt's 
language, and then” pids' _— 
in 4 way that is. not' good;:' and. 

horreth not evil : Nay they are not 
only thus the , Devil's puny. Coun- 
el, that open. the Cauſe and make 
a Motion: in; behalf of Sin; but they 
are. perpetitally-. ſolliciting,, ' abet- 
tingiand pleading. its Cauſe. at / the 


Bar: of ;a;debanch'& Fancy and! a 
_ bribed Under 


ing, where many 


yr: 49.9 


times they xn 


*tis:no wonder; thi 


ſhould give it. on thair fide. Thus 
{er Though gs; Fig Gyr" 
rOU1/[1071 z e De 70 
the Luſts NE the ik Aga K 44. 
mend the jo ry bje&:to: the 
Heart, till- it dotes- and -: conimits 
aftual Folly; with it; - thus: they 
lay in fugl:for -our Sins,” and: ;not 
only- enjt184! ;, ;but blow: up:the 
Fire into+open . flaming ine anon 
neſs ; and therefore: 01 vv To 
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Y i $SINS of "Thought: as 
3 more criminal than Tempus Franſ- 
greſfions, -in as rhuch: as 'the Guild 
b of the one derives from the other: '; 
® for all thoughts are Errors, - 2s / it 
3 were, of the firſt” concottion ; 
which affect Nature in. ns her 
ent operations-' of Life; 
7 ri are as the-Principal,out- | 
| ward ads: but as Acceſories. The 
-.- one Sin the nature: of the Cauſe, 
4 the other of the Effe&t 4; for our 
the abundance. of the Heart dots bot! 
the Mouth ſpeak and the'Harids a, 
and at: of 3t, wy the” Wiſe" Mani, ; 
are the Tues of Life) and 1 add, of 
Death'too.' And'who can barn 
the Streams for their nectffary 
taking 'of the Pollutions of ck 
Fountain ? Thoughts then are the 
Principle of Spiritual Life, or Spi- 
ritual Death m us, that great lead. 
ing Wheel within the Engine; 


which 
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which as when it moves 1 
ly; it cauſes the- outward Ha of 
otr Words and Attions to Point 

right, ſo when 'tis'out of -courſe, 

it puts all inthe like diſorder with 
it ; for our AGtions will be of a 
piece with our Thoughts' and/no 
one ads like” a Wiſe Man,” who 
thinks like a Fool. ' O (Pinerith 
on- of Vipers, fays 'our Lordto the 


_ Phariſees, how can' ye, being Boil, 


think x tod Thing + For, who can 
bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean? Who can bring good Words 
or Deeds out of foohih, wandring, 
and unhallow'd Thoughts: 2. For, 
how ſhall a Man teap there whore he 


. bas not Jowd? Can he from:Weeds 


Gs gather Grapes of Thorns, 
To of hiſtles £ 1; 


IV. IF we govern not our 
Thoughts, they will govern us, 


to ſpeak more Tpedy, will leave 
us 


"ye _ 


any ifrue government! Y 

k our: ſelves, ;;they'; ars;,;patupal 
- moyers that-need no:witding up; 
but;;are zinceſſant;*in;ctheir- moti- 
an-»towards:Goad-or;:Evil; and 
therefore if, we-take not cate .to 
determine: them-to proper Objeds; 
they will:run' out ;upon' any: that 
come.intheir way;zwall haunt and 
dog. usito, the Table, to-the Bed, 
ro:the.Cloſet,..to the Church; will 
be: perpetually intruding; interpo- 
fing _ os ESRNOLS: Us 1 LORE 

Y/ will eit 51: 65 qreat All 

Mozipas, 07); diſtraft and eofuls 
us inthe performance, of them, and 
eN fo dar will be .nioſt-.buſie and 
ampertinent; at-the time of our Re; 
ligious Ser VICES, - when we. are, to 
| Cpl] otir Souls'to. the ſevereſt 


briety and intenſeneſs of Medi-: 
mon.” 135708 Yo "oF 
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evil 
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: evil Thoughts'1 is farther viſible i mn 
' this, that they render the outward 


att of Sin more-or” leſs criminal, 

according as they have been more 
'or le aftive in the contrivance' of 
1t: For every previous oa 
premeditation , and debate , en-, 
'hances -1ts Guilt, and inflames- Its 


Puniſhment, as that: which argaes 


4 more ſtudied and deliberate'con- 


tempt of the Supreme Legiſlator, 
and therefore'it was that the Mur- 


der of Uriahwas mote charged up- 
on David'thandbis Adiiltery with 


Bathſheba. He tGok a orcat deal 
of Thought about'the one, but 11 
0s cur Thoughts took him. 


VI SI NS of Thought have 
this particular Aggravation ' above 
outward Breachesof the Law, That 
they are committed upon leſs Tem- 
ptation than theſe ; and the weak- 
er r'the Temptation, the more pow- 


erful - 


& . 


> 
"9 kth 


| afar; 1s the EP ofomines! : 

The two, great leading Paſſions of | 
'the Soul that determine us- te, 'or 
deter us from, ' outward Ads, are 
-our -Hopes, or / our Fears,, which. 
carry [many -times. ſo. fatal.and ſo 
ſtrong.a Byas with them, - that they 
3nchne-ns to Evil, even ;contrary 
tothe Checks and AER of 
our-own Minds. 


1 LL Times may ſcare Men i into 
thoſe Actual Complyances,. which 
left to themſelves, theyabhorz and 
the impending Danger, which, as 
it bore a mightyſtroke in the com- 
mfſſion of the Sin; ſo, tho'-1t can- | 
not juſtifie it, yet will it make} 
ſome abatement of its Guilt : /But | 
Thoughts are, in'this Senſe free; | 
Free, from all external Compuliton, | 
nor Priſons can confine them, nor 
Fire nor Sword force them into a 
.Complyance : So that if they join 


in} 


ud. rn FRY " 07" nl ie. 
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| hap hrs in h ct ſervices Sg as ow 
Thoughts are thus above the reach 
of Fear: 4 of frakrag too; above 
the Love < Friends, * or "the Reve 
rence of great Men, or the expe- 
dation of Rewards ;; for who' can. 
pay a Man for that which no Man 
knows, but the Spirit. of a Man 
which' is it him: "How, ſhall out- 
ward Hopes'influence the=inw road 
an Sr rok 
"External Als of Sin, itt- 
diy th have ſomething to ſay * 
for etnlns” Fecal "tHEy ay 
chance - carry their Wages, ſuc 
1 a5itjs, along with ten? ' but he 
© who plays the Knave,. the Adulte- 
rer, the Murderer, &*.. in his own 
Heart, he'has nothing in exchange 
for his Soul, but Sins for pure fin- 
ning ſake, as it were, without any 
prolpett of ever being. confſider'd 
for his Pains, without any other 
C 2 . Wages 


-. 


$ 


Ro oa 


T RD D -.:- 


. a $5 RS 3-2 ; 
* Oe hn 'L 2 SIPs" 7 "Ony Ee” ROT: yy 
F My - > RT, Bd FT ls » 2” Se ans ls 
CBI ae tp pn BEtne th LW Ss 0 0 0 NN 00? 
» 7s ES 
4 VS; $9 Bans - 3 
: *S 
g & 
% TIF 
c 
4% , 
'*i 


& SIE ot f 
en Y er” OE 05" ""RIIOR 6 F 
3 or ITY 4 <4 4 FR) 3y $a v4 . 
LW. HS SORT rr 7 SP RO Tt l F 
Y by \ ©: * OE OR IN IS PEAS NOOOIS” '1 RE Ie RY 
P ty 2 c s vy 


28 The Government | 


Wages than the old Ong one 
of Death. | 


VI. AND Laſtly, thoſe Sins 
_ which have a more immediate Re- 
*htion M. the Mind and Spirit, . as 
Pride, Envy, Ambition, . Malice, 
Unfaithfulneſs, Uncharitableneſs, 

ec. which are tranſacted moſtly in 
the inner Man; as they: are more 
Incarrigible, {0 conſequently more 
Criminal, than others. For ; as to 
thoſe Vices which in a h: gh. mea- 
ſure depend upon the, Tempers and 
"Conſtitntions of our Bodies, want 
of fuel will in time dead their flame: 

When the Spirits flag, the Blood 
chills, and the. Pulſe beats low, 
and the Ewil Days cone. on wherein 
we have no pleaſure in them, the de- 
cays of Nature ſet the Soul then at 
ſome tolerable ſort of liberty to Re- 
fiectupon her own Condition ; but 
as to the other, Age generally ſerve 
only 


_ — who hept not Ir. Wako a- 
has 


only to confirm and eſtabliſh 1 us in 
them: ''For how rarelyido we'iſee 
# Covetous Wretch let go his hold 


- of the Earth; tho'-he 1s'dropping 


into it? How ſeldom are Envy and 

Malice exchang'd for Gontentment 
and good Nature ? And when ſee 
we the' Proud Ambitious. Manre- 
duced to the ſame level of Mind, 
with his humble Neighbours? Sins 
of this kind 'have too. much of the 
Ethiopiar's:Skin, and' the Leopard's 
Spots, caſtly:to: admit the" Laver of 
Regeneration. f ly we find 


ht; _ we Fe ns 
ander darkneſs to the rent of the 
great Day,” tor Sins of this! ty 
gible kind, /- For ſuppoſe! their Sin» 
Pride and Ambition, Malice or En-- 
vy, or what you will ; 'twas cer-- 
tainly tranſacted in the Mind; with-. 
ont the intervention of Corporeal: 
Rs and deriv'd it's peculiar- 
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oe, or rn of its | 
Nature.0\>Mental Sinsthertwere the 
firſt; arid- ane! fill; conſidered” in 
thanſelyes,; the moſt, crying Pro- 
Fognipns - fr Trrob15! 


og ao ned 


Other Reaſon why we wee govern 
170 onr "Thoughts. - 9-07: 


"i 'ESEDES what Haahver hi- 
"I therto alledg'd/on this behalf, 
the-Gonlidetutiont of Colds Albſos- 
Inghitalfo torinfluence the 
four Thoughts: They 


hened ory within the walk'of 


Huthane--Jullire," are | without the 
kenof Hamane Inſpeftion;\tab Eye 
car” pry'! into; the receſits: of 'the 
Hearty "bit God ſees, and knows, 
and: reads ther” fabrileſt Motions 
and darkeſt Intrjgues, wich greater 

it ithan we do-Mens out- 


ward Words and Actions : Foy lo 


there 


_. of the Thoughts. 3r 
khere is :10t' a ht, not the-mo-- 
bs te kgewerhi ae == _—_ 
eth it altoget | 
' i afar off, at the diſtance 
nity 1t ſelf, eer we or.our No ITH 
had- any other Being than 1n he 
Divine kdea.. * For! Ok boweht cam . 
be with-holdew ns bl a | Ml and 
more: then the af ny - Chzl-- 
dren. of Men 2 _ how 
ſtrongly are we to keep: 

good Order there, fince they are 

under | the' Eye of fo mawes; Mia 
Accurate: an: Obſerver of their 1n-. 
- ternal Motions, and ſubx@-to the- 
inſpetion of fo true a Judge | of 
good - Diſcipline, and- ſo ſevere-an 
Avenger of bad ? Bus ſhall urge 
this Conſideration farther in its pro- 
per: Place, as a means to affiſt us'it 
| = ordering of our JU a- 
right. And therefore, 
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.-1E-IN Qrder::to this End , it. 
would; be conſidered z That God 
bears a ſpecial regard to the Obedi- 
ence of our Hearts,and Aﬀections : 
For tho' bright.and ſhining Exam- 
ples of Vertue diffuſe a Luſtre round 
about thety,wpromote the Divine 

a$1nduce Men to glori- | 

ather of ſuch burning 

Lights which-is in Heaven;-yet 
nothing isſo unexceptionable aDe- 
monſtration of the Power of Grace, 
and the Sincerity of our Hearts, as 
a conſcientious Care and Manage- 
ment of thoſe Thoughts that fly up 
and :down in them: For where 
ſuch an Obedience is yielded to 
the. Divine-Commands as no Eye 
.. can-pry intay but that which 1s ten 
thouſand. times. brighter than the 
Sun inits Zenith ;. it cannot poſſibly 
admit of the leaſt intermmxture, or 
ſuſpicion of By-reſpedts ; - but muſt 
be tender d God purely for his own 
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Sake, from a'truie Spiritual Princi-- 
ple of Life, and in'a Spiritual Man-* 
ner; 'And-then what Sacrifice can- 
poſſibly be ' more acceptable to our 
Maker,than the immednte WHues and- 
Emanations, of our Souls; © when 
there 1sno'Stander by; no Witneſs 
of what paſſes betwixt God and our 
Souls 1n | om no ſecular Confide- 

ration that can poſlibly ingage us; 

nor temporal Rewards to indiaceus, 

nor-temporal Puniſhments-to force: 
us:tothe Diſcharge of ſo SpirituaF 
and hidden-a:Duty: 2- 


HM. 'T1'S' a main Point of Wiſ- 


_ dom and Argument of. good Un 
_ derſtanding, tobe able toofder our 


Thoughts aright, and. the acquiſt- 


tion of that noble Character ſhould 


fpur fs on to this Diſtipline of our. 
Minds: All the Reaſonable World: 
will allow him to be a Perſon of a-. 
vall compabof. En 


C. 5, 


34 The 
by fore- ng on 
= (= com of State, by 'know- 
w- tO compound, temper,, - 
aA qualife-the different Intereſts, 
Paſſions, and Perfwaſions of Men, 
GS. : prudently Adminiſters a Go-, 
yernment:: And if ſo,: no: leſs wall 
he deſerve the Character, who. go- 
verns. his Thoughts well; for they 
are a great People for number, and. 
as mutinous and diforderly as the 
moſt tumultuous Rabble ;- fo that 
they who Rule well; in this Senſe 
too, ere worthy of donble Honour, 


1:IV. AND: Laſtly, Let the Con- 
ſideration-of the Noble and Digni- 
fied - Nature of Our 'Thoughts 1 in- 
duce us to-an orderly Management 
of therh-: For they are Beams of 
that Light whichis Inacceſible, the © 
munediate Fruits and eldeſt Sons of 
that Immortal Parent in us, which 
ho hr RE: the Divinity it 
ſelf: 
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ſelf : And how then can we poſh- 


bly be fo infenfible of our own high 


Character, who were framed after 
the Image- of the Immortal God, 
and. are defigned to be made more 
ample partakers of his Nature; as to 
hy out our Time and Pams ſo-bu- 
fly as wedo, in the Management of 


a Family, Acquiring an Eſtate, and 


ſupporting or adorninga -moulder- 
ing Carcaſe, and yet totally diſre- - 
gard the Menage of. our Thoughts, 
which arethePride andGlory of our - 
Nature ? For wherein elſe, but in 


this Thinking, Reaſoning Power, 


do wediffer from the Inhabitants of 
our Stable, or onr Kennet? Andas- 
this in general diſcriminates our Na- 
ture from theirs; ſo, I had;almoſt 
faid, does one Man as mucfi differ 
from, and excel another, -by how 
much he is the better Maſter of his. 
Thoughts, and can lay them outto 
more generous purpoſes:: If _— . 
Eng _ 


= he [are 


fore we have any juſt Senſe of the 
Dignity of our Humane Nature, 
and would Advance and Improve 
that Part of us. which is. properly 
the Man,: we muſt manage thoſe 
Thoughts by which we nutige all 
ik Sy 


CHAT. IL Szcr. 1. 


'AVING thus. endeavour'd. 

to lay before Men the Obli- 
gations. they are under, to order 
their Thoughts aright, Iſhall in the 
next Place point. out ſeveral of 
thoſe Infirmities, Irregularities, and 
Deteds, that are. incident thereto, 
whereby it will more particularly 
appear#how vain and frivolous, 
and finful they are. The multipli- 
city of Objedks, and the great vari- 
ety of thoſe Motions whereby the 
Mind entertains her {elf with them, 
renders 
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renders it-next to 1m e totake 
in this _— tin ſach a Latitude, 
as:to be able to deſcend. to Minute 
Particulars :T ſhall therefore content. 
-my {elf to inſtance 1n ſome more ge- 
neral Defects and Weakneſſesof the. 
Thinking Power in;us; leaving it 
to every Man, who expects amore 
exact Draught of them, to attend. 
to the Motions of his own Mind, 
and to follow the Jant of. his 
Thoughts after thoſe Objetts that 
keep them moſt company. - 

I. ALL Thoughtsofour Hearts 
are undoubtedly vain, thatareem-:/ 
ployed about Criminal Objedts, -as 
the Gratification of aiy. of _ our: 
Luſts, &c. For the ſinfulneſs of 
the Obje&t unparts. its Guilt.to. the 
A& of the Mind that is converſant 
about it; no Mancan think of: ac-" 
compliſhing a Revenge, a Fraud,. 
a Murder, Oe, and be innocent. © 
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Namque Foo in Frans qua cog 
+ $4 ullam; 
Fatt crimen ater. 
is the Voice of both Pager and Chri : 
 ſftran Theology. St. Panl, Rowe. 14.. 
us not to'wke Proviſor, as 
we render it, for the fleſh, 10 fulfil the 
lufis thereof,” jy wegruev TockSzy, 
ſays the Original; #.-e. not tO con-. 
trive orprofect before-hand how to 
accamplifh our wicked Intentions: 
For our T always lay the 
Plot, before 1 ickens into the laſt 
Scene: 'of Adual Execution 'but- 
this Head is ſo plain, ' that r need 
—— nfiſt apon it. v4 


F 1L'TH: 0 SE Thoughts maſt 
needs be very vain and fooliſh, 

whoſe Subjet-matter is vain and tri- 
fling : 'Tis not everyone's Portion 
to have their Minds fraught with 
ſolid and -n_—_ Lading; ſome 
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y onceptions; 5-carry. too 
great a Sail, are overtightand airy ;; 
others Trade only n Toys,in News, 


Fancies,.” Faſhions, - Apes and Pea- 
cock-feathers ; neither Nature nor 
8 Education has  farmiſhed all Men 

with -proper Materials, for” their 
Thonghts to Work: upon: And 
therefore, ſmce: the common AQi- 
vity of their Minds will not (affer 
them tobe wholly idle; what won- 
der if they take up with unmanly 
rits/and ram in anon 
T witty t Sor their 
—_— the Paſſages of the 
Theatre, the imaginary Exploits of 
fomeHero inRlomance, or the likes 


Fhhinkir kn piryotree OI 
not Think a all. 


UL AS ſuch Thoughts as iſ 
are: materially vain, becanſe their 
th are nothing worth ; = O- 

* cr 
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turn of the | Heart in thinking of 
them 1s not as. it ſhouldhe.. Thus: 
the: ſame. numerical Prayer may be: 


a ſweet/finelling Savour from one 


Man's Mouth, and an Abomination 
fromanothers; where, though the 
Matter:of the Service is oneand the: 


fame, yetthe different turn ofHeart | 


and Mind makes it, formally con- 


fidered, /a quite different Perfor-: 


mance.:'/ So, :agam, a wicked,Man. 


may think-of the ſame God, with 


a good; one; where though the: 
Matter of his Thoughts be equally 


good-- with the others, - yet his: 


Thonghts are: vain, becauſe with- 
out Spiritual Life and Vigor ini 
. them}, whilſt, by reaſon of ſuch 
Qualifications, the others are. ac- 
cepted; and 'tis yery poſſible for 
a wicked Man to have a Thouſand 
5011; ” adte-- 
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ther Thoughts may. befſaid tobe for-» | 
wally ſo, — tho' the matter. 
ofthemis good, yet the ararnerand! 
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, Guonath good /Thonghts, and: yet 


go to Hal inthe midſt of them: He: 


| may think of:-God;/-and -yeti:ne 
ver have the more Serviceof him 


he may think -of [Repentance, and 
yet continue” the: fame Imp itent 
Man.he was; he:-may think of 
Death and Judgment, and yet his 
Life be never the better. 'Tis hard/if 


 in-ſuch a vaſtLotteryof Thoughts, 


as 1s Played at in our-Minds;. a ves 
ry wicked Man have not now and 


| then a good: Chance ;; and yetif he 


is not renewed in the Spirit of his 
Mind, and both the: Rrmciple'and 


Courſe of his: Ations better'd by: 


them ; they are none of his. —_ 
Thoughts, but Injections proj ly, 


| with which hisSoulis ha 


C 
ſuch thinking of good” Things will 
be ſo far fromabating a Man's Guilt, 


' that they will enhance his Puniſh- 


ment. - -In fine;; as-every Thought 
of Sin 1 5 not ſinful (for a Manmay 
think 
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tbink.of it, with Abhorrence) fo I 
—_ ugh of Pics fa 
and-/Religion come . under the|th 
Chirndorit yrotemdr. For whers th 
. the: Heart is.carrial and vain, itde<J th 
fecrates-every:;gobdMotion thrown n: 
Intoi-it from:withoue, and like 42 & 

_ Vitiated Stomack; inſtead of afford- W 
ing ſold Nautrament /to the Soul ;{ B 
turnsalbit meets with into the mor- I 
{hopper rtf 3614 f 
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par oc gs; ph cangneryarres” | 
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'of our own Minds, the 
Worders: of the greater and lefler. 
—_— more fold. wryp-0 | 
our thoughts toWorkupon'; than' 
the "wideſt Capacity was everableto 
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| of ae nn -- i 
o[gotirongh with DEE 2 
is tatural Activity: of our Minds; and — © 
| fraitke yn" lrg 
: £ UPOrt 
yond: Liſcfal- 


24 ences: fal alled, and Spin Cob- 
en Sper out. of . therr owny 
Brains, fit only to catch Flies with. 

mtipid Nicety of the 


x fel the Wortof God, putting; on 
rg tia Crown: of Theris os the 


They have thina'd theDe as 
Fefus: inc the Finenc and Air of 


n——_—_ Iyficks of Ariſtotle, arid 
Schools as great an Af- 
lum hf the Pe of this y this Worlds | 
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as their Churches are-for the Man! 
derer;' or other Malefaftor. And}? 
how ſhould Men gather' Grapes of| 
ſuch Thorns, and Figsof ſuch Thi-| * 
ſtles as theſe ; > 'Such Brambles of 
Diſpute may tear and; rent - one's 
Mand in paſling : them, but 
can never edifie it. -/ ? 


V: X IS anbthiern vain » Thought 
/toi unagine;we can bring:about our 


Projeds, - without haying God-in, 


our Thoughts, | or» by-contrary 
mXxans:to what he has Appointed : 


Thus: the; Jews, as God complains 


by j:in the ing-'of his 


Prophecy, had ” forgotten him days 


without. number, and were always 
Projecting with themſelves, with-: 
out: taking him /into / the. Conſult, 
- by what means they'might ſtave off 
or- elude the Captivity threatned 
them, innegled of that onlymeans: 
of is Repentance be preſcrib'd 
them; 


1 


| 


Toe | them: Upon which account 3t'i5, 
= that he-requires- Jeruſalem, to walb 
of her Heart from wickedneſs, that ſhe 
bi might be oed, and asks * how: long 
of | er vain Thos ehts ſhall lodge within 
oh her? They os only feign'd to 
WW nies: that Jeruſalem the Ci 
| Royal of the Almighty :Monar 
| of the World,; was impregnable ; . 
he | that the. Temple of the Lord:there 
1r | 2s 2 ſufficient Sanctuary to.them, 
| againſt alltheir Enemies; ahd that 
y it was impoſſible for Abraharz's Seed 
2 | to be in Bondage, to ariy Power 
s 4 vponEarth(inall which vain Imagj- 
«| Pations they were confirmed by the 
falſe Prophets that abounded acl 
when the State was moſt' corrupt) 
but that if they. were at' any time 
Attack'd by the Chaldeans, they 
would ſtren 1 ear themſelvesin the 
ſtrength of Pharoah, by entring in- 
toa Confederacy with Ezypt; tho' 
God had denounc'd ſeveral Woes 


* Jerem 4. 14 © | long 
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_ db a thing 
Ment leave:the:Mi ; 
loriout of the Cabi rus in 
an Arm-6f Fleſh; and ue the 
Maze and Labyrinds ' their own 
Devices,':mn ACC omphliſhi q 'the De- 
ſigns they haverapon the X vil; we 


need no'ather, 'and-'can have no 
bettor | Argument 26: %*onvinice us, 
than our Own Experience of "the 
wicked” Projetts this Day ſet ho 
foot bythe "gran adididodtiary i 

Ezxrope. There isno/Subjctt c be: 
le6, 'whereon our. Thoughts Are 
more oy imployed,”':than in 


framing and-contriving thoſe De- 


ſigns we have'under'the Sun ; and 


yet, which | proves the extreme Va- 
nity. of 'em; for the riot part to 

little:or no purpoſe. For, Mar s 
goings are of the Lord, how much 
ſoever he thinks them'of himſelf. 
And how then, as the Wiſe King 
a$ks 


WE 
6 « * y . we 
K w © 05 -IORE.. 
ws ON WS ew. GS. EA Sa POP, 
RK 42 «> FIDE 
< , qt, EE, 01-8 
% as 7 V SEE SS i RN a6 
S> REDS: : PS TS 
i d-\ Red ENS 
tz N was k 3 an £ 


I oe Qnction;” cans — 


«29h Yet alf tie nhl 
nf -and,' as.often 
2 the Divine: Wikdom . pleaſes, 
chile and.defcated by aniInvi- 
76 | fible Hand behind'the Curtain; for 

* Throw, O Lord, ſays the Prophet, 


Caſe before mention ds and for 
which Reaſon, ' as the there threa- 
tens, he. afterwards made the 
Strength of Pharoah (whereinthey 
EMNG) || therr No; and their 


ky 


” Jeremy, that the way of Man is not 

& | 12 himſelf, "ths not in Marithat walk- 

a | £60 refs. his. own ſteps.” Andi 
c | Iiah he has particularly declarel = 
- | Woto them who | take Counſebut .- 
> | nt of Hime, who ack, but not at his 

| | Math: The Prattice of the Stateſ- 

| men amongſt hisown m:the 
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FT = ro Shedew: F DE th i 
4 . Forun the excellent. "| 
auage of the'A eupon this A 
nt: *The Wiſdom of this World 
as Folie with God :: For :it-i 
 pritter, be taketh the. Wik in hes 
own Craftineſs. Avid agarn, the Lord 
knoweth the Thoughts aft 9-4 Ws wit tg 


JO are vain. 


VI: T HERE aniicher Vaaioj 
of T bought, which.ourLordbim- 
. elf 'takes' ſuch: expreſs Notice: of, 


and-that.in 'his: ExceYent Sernioh 
-on ithe Mount; that :it- rniſt> not 
erebe diſregarded by: And that 
n Mn ate-\Sollicitude :and 
An of Thonght, for the thin 
wo mg ite; the Vaniy 
"whereof he evinces with a force of 
| Argument, and ſtrain of WY 
"like himſelf, - truly. Divine, an 
which will therefore Ny 
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* ſuperſede any further Wuftration of 
the matter : For, Firft, he argues 
H 'F majors ad minus. '* Is not the 
{ al 5 more than Meat, and the Body 
- than Raiment 2 3.6. Will norhe, 
jg think you, whofirſt kindled in you 
*F the vital Flame, farmf{h you with 
Fuel to keep it m.? Will not he 
who gave you a Body, give youa 
Covering to it ? Then Secondly, 
he reaſons from Inſtances of God's. 
Providence to Creatures of a Nature 
far inferiour to Man, * from his + 
feeding. the Fowls. of the Air, and 4 
bis Clothing the Lillies of the Feld. 4 
Thirdly, he ſhews the Y/anity of % 
this Ancty of Thought, from its 
Infignificancy and Ineptitude to the 
attainment of what we propoſe to 
our Relves from it : aA m_ 
you, ſays he, by taking thought car 
ddd one Chi his Same; Or. as 
« Mat, 6 23. *V., 26. *V. abr: P29." 
D others 
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others Expound the Place, can with'F 
all his, Anxiety, add the' leaſt: pro»; 
portion to his Age, or extend-the' | 
Period of his Life. And. then as 
/ he adds, in St. Luke's Relation of. 
the Paſſage, 1f you. are not ablt to do; 
that thing which is leaſt, why take ye. Þ| 
Thonght for the refs 2 If ye are not. 
{ufficient of your felves to preſerve: 
your Lives till toMorrow, why ſo. 
infinitely buſie to make Proviſion | 
for them ? Fourthly, he tells them. 
plainly, That for his Followers to. 
lay out their Thoughts ſo immode- 
rately about the Affairs of this Life,” 
5 to be fill apon the fame level 
with a Gentile Spirit z * For after. 
all theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek, 
beſides that your Heavenly Father. 
knoweth that you have need of all theſe.” 
things: And he 1s not ſo unnatu- 
ral a Parent, as to let his Children. 


f Ver. 32. 


go! 


72a deſtitute of the” lay A - 
 commiodations of *Hutmane Life. 
| Thus has our Lord Dine in an 
-umple and extraordinary manner, 
exposg the Vanity of this miſim- 
ployment of our Thoughts to our 
Hands; and we ſhall have occaſion 
t Þ to inſiſt farther on the Argument 
K. hereafter. : be 


n [5 vi. THER E's certain Dul- 
mn. neſs or. Stupidity incident to the, 
0 | Thinking Power, when the Mind 
e | does notgo, but, likea Clock with 
e& | the Plummets off. ſtands-ſtill, 1s 
& Þ heavy and diumpiſh, and has no 
«= } diſtinct Conceptions of any Object 
ks Þ let into it, but nodds and falls a- 
0 {leep..as it were, and runs into a- 
ſe Þ not er World, as Men in Dreams 
u do. And this, I conceive, 1s ge- 
en. nerally occalion'd; where it is not 
—. Jowing to a Natural Defect, either 
"J m Guilt within,” or Troubles and 
2 | D 2 Dan- 


"Bangers "Hon without. ' Firſt, 
. Guilt within, i is Uways apt to-con- 
e our Reaſonings, choak and. 
break, in upon our Apprehenſions F 
of eng | and ftrangle our 
Thoughts: It always lies cro6s and || 
heavy in our Mind, and deads that. 
Chearfulneſs andAlacrity of Think- 
ing that Innocence Naturally gives 
it. And then, Secondly, for Dan- 
ers and Diſaſters,they fix the Mind 
upon the Contemplation of the Ob- 
"5ec that frights.or-di{quiets it, ren- 
der a Man's Spirit dead, as 1t were, 
- within him, congeal- his Powers, 
make them. ſtiff and deſtitute : of 
Motion; ſo that a Man has not for 
that time the Command of his Rex 
ſon,. to look' about and provide fit 
Means to eſcape the Danger that 
threatens him. 


VIIE "TIS another Miſarriagein in 


the Management of our Thoughts, 
whet 


ath, "as-we '{ 
by-Breaks: and by Pardtls; wi 


ay Deperidlanes by Pas vin 
D 3, TIT: 


bject:of our Purſuit. Some ave 


| Pe Imaginations, never-idle, 
always ftickling, but- as ob.c «1 
ver a*whit as. never the better, as... ? 
the Phraſeis. For it is not yok 


for a:Man to have this or that par-- 


ticular End in his View,-a$ rRet 


 tunity*prelents, and: his: 


require : But he muſt have a fur- 
ther and fairer Mark, at" which he 


Aims andDiretts them-all-: AMan: 


may make this or that Harbour, as 
In ſerves in his Voyage bat 


Gro Motion he ' makes 1s in: 


Sbſtrviency to gain ſome one de- 
terminate Port of 'Traffick:- For'6+ 


from Hand'to: Mo 


a the- _ ; Sails _ 
tainly,; to * tle 2» 
ſo the other Thinks. nl an ng __ 
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f Thought: Or rAdtion + Hepurlues! no ; I 

one:Road. of Life, but takes into (Þ 
_ every By-path,/and his Thoughts, I 
 _ likea wanton Spaniel in'its Range, 
L Tun (after: every accidental: Game (| 
- that comes in their way. 
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ITTGFS\ 4 VCU ©. 


| Av poor ſequeris - corvos x; telus 

= 1 Iitoque:i Tar 

" Set nl fre, atque ex - tou 
mn elect #H E's >  REoee $02 


54 ua: ſo ne. at Auer 
mand: of ur; Paſſions; as-if: Fp8 
cap. Thongins ,gerr Draco alan 

thy: are '0 at 

tecedentito.our; Paſſions; as a Man 
it Grſt-;t thitk; before: he: Can: be 
affeed with:Joy; Grief, Atiger, 

DN inhen:cthole Paſhons are 
t0200QT c. C] _ 


; of the Thoughts. 55 
F once up, 'they” Command the 
Thoughts that made them, and 
6: on ra them wholly on thoſe Ob- 

- jedsthat raiſe and affe& them:. So _ 

that look what Aﬀections bear the # + 
Sway in a Man's Heart, that way 3 
' his Thoughts will take their Courſe: X * 

4 As for inſtance, | tho' a'Man muſt : 
| firſt Think before he can be Angry, 

e | yet when that Paſſion 1s once up; 

| it lays out for that time all: the 

- | Thoughts of an unſandtified Heart 

; upon the Injury, Afﬀeront-'or Inju- 
ſtice done one, "and the Means 
whereby we may effeCtually reſent 
and revenge it. So again, when 
Love and Deſire havetaken Pofle(- 

_ fion of us, be the Object what it 
will, our: Minds are always mu- 
ſing on/it : Car a'Maid forget her 
Ornaments, or 4 Bride her Attire , 
lays Jeremy, the things they love 
and delight in? No, our Thoughts! 
are always preſent with their be-: 
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56 The Governmenc [| 
loved Objef, . run after it, and in- I} 
to it, and repreſent it to us with | 
' far more Advantages than it really 
carries along with-it. And the like 
«might be faid'of any other of our 
Aﬀections :: [They - diſcompoſe our |} 
Minds, confuſe'our:Souls,. and; like I 
a too powerful Enemy breaking in |. 
pon us, /put.the numerous Army || 
of our Thoughts into.diforder ; fo ||. 
that when the Heat of the-Battel is | 
over;a Man fooks back upon the De- Þ}| 
feat with Sorrow and Regret; and || 
is at a vaſt expence of Trouble toi || 
rally up his ſcatter'd good Thoughts || 
again, and to.put them once more-. || 
thoſe inteſtine: Diſturbers of - has. 
Quiet. Now,-I ſay, this 18 aſignal- | 
Weakneſs in onr-Fhoughts;:to-be || 
thus carried away by our Paſſions, 
at\their wilt and pleaſurez:for our 
thinking Power was: given! us a-. 
mongſt other Ends, to.regalate and. 


preſcribe 


> 
by ” - 


_ COT 


| | preſcribe to:-our. Paſſtons;" ahd noe - 
| | our Fathons to them”! with oF 
| [of = | 


- BUT. Lao idity ck Hos | 
is for good;Ends. and:Purp les and: 
we are not required to E 


but to Govern thems therefore the- 


> | us 2 


Far dry, palin» our eh | 
ſections: T:rhe Onecare Heavenly: 
and : Divihep 'the' orher>wilt aw- 
courſe. ber foi two... Div, ſpeaki " 
of the Bleſſed Mari, [cells ws, "Pfalt 
FE: Def: 2: Thu 'bie-Do 136 30 Fhd.- 
Eoviof:ithe Livd 3:and- then adds; 
thadi.22-538- funda che: medbdts. 
Dy und Ni br - 'txnd If another - 
Phce, profi of: hijmfelf; thaths- 
loved the-Divine Law. - he affirms : 
Ikewile, That iti was bis Medi-- 
D 5: tation: 


48 Þ ] "Government | | 
0 Hon: *coutiomadly. Fon Men. nato- | | 
y Meditate:om whatabey Love | 
nd} Delight in: + And in Malachy, 
then:  Ehe Fear of Gods: and hajk | þ 
' Tngaipad RqaNatne, are mh wy 
Aer... 1 03 DI. WITT TOLF-I;6 ; 
=; SID F315 3 ; « 0145 271 i 49VOU 03 3:5 


Y -28 /T HER E159: atiother[ſinfil 
Vanity aff our«Ehoughtsi {#111amas 
king the\Cancetns.of other Men 
their" Objedss, when, theywakeIn- 
qurſions/3nto their Net Af- 
turs, break | break2:;down.) his Inclofires, 
and- impertinently ramble thro! ſalt 
0 -oncernments ::For-ſuclris the 
Gutiolty, Malice, or:Envy,,; or't 
know 7 note what tai.call it, - of 
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| cven whili they keep'at Home; in- 
F cur the Guilt of their Charader, 
8 whom St. Paul ſtyles Buſie Bo-# 
" dies, Tatlers, (wandring-m their 
Thou ghts) From Houſe to =» : 
_ The Prattice of thoſe generally, 
who, in their own Phraſe, have 


nothing to do, as wanting Matter, 

F concerve, -in themfelves for their 

Thoughts to feed and exert upon; 
'NOW* This Employment of 


£ ” our Thoughts is notonly filly, arid 


7,0 > 


tinent 'to'any good purpoſe 


of Life, but 'tis lent toO'; -1- 


almuch asevery Man; let him have 


2s little Secular Buſineſs as he will. 


yet "has "Work enough upon his 
Hands; 'the Tmprovement of his. 
Mind, the Government of his Paſ- 
fions, and the Salvation of his Son, 
to take up all his Thoughts, all his 
Time and Leifure: And therefore 


1t maſt needs be a Sin in a Man, mn 


negle@t of his own proper Bulinels, 
ks . t@ 
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Thoughts run "-oxit: upon. other w : 
+ Mens, - where| they are not calld, 
and have nothing to dos. p 1 


\ 


K AND | as jei8 Vanity of our (| 


their Eyes ket chem are apt-t0 
over-look the Failings and:Imper- | 
fetions of their Owners. Every 
Man has his.Ford and-his.FerWe, his: 
ſtrong and his weak Part, bis ſeeing 
_ he bled She: Andrhit th 
O view-the ane 
ow the leaſt; Mate-of Excellency. 
m us, with infiaite Complacency 
and Satisfaction; ;: they commonly 
wink ſo hardat the other, thatthey: 
let Beams themſelves eſcape their. 
Obſervation. - For every one pra 
EET f 


| KT _ Ta the Te Tis : 

Þ Light - bis Deeds ſronla. #6 re- 
F —” For Selt-Love is-ever rea» 
- | dyto take Care that a Mat 4 not 
| out with himfelk. - Trhy7 


* Lafth, 0 ou 0 
( | —_ -our wa 1s 
rmables an, — Levity;« 
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1 ie gy TE nn 
« ralling Aule:Thees Gli hg xalits 
* I ble» in their Motions, nothing ſo 
|| volatile and airy 66;/ they 2) They 
" f ftream and ſhook ian in{iant from 
| oneComarof theEarthtoanother, 

| foaxjas high 12s Heaven, and dive 

>- dee dawn A romremarke-cy 
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over' the whole Creation, and as if '” 
that were too "little for them, fly 
ond'the limits'of the Univerſe! | 
and the bounds of Time, to Eters. 3 
nity \and' Imaginary. Spaces. Like | 
wanton Spaniels they {et out witly 
you, / and Pens. wait on you 
again, but Range every Field, 
and'purſie every” Game that cores 
in-the' interim! i*'their way ; 
like-ſome' reſtleſs "Birds; they by 
ſooner lightupon | oneObjeR, than 
they ſkhAq "take: Wing and'fly 
.off* to *another':! By»which means 
 there'ha 5petis'many times {o'c nick 
a Succeſſion, ot rather mdeed, ſuch. 
@) ! tuttnaleuary Jimbleef Ideas in 
oar Heads; that weloſe our ſelves 
aS'in 4 Maze. get'into 4 Labyrinth 
of 'our own making, andcan hard- 
iy remember the'Goal from which 
our Thonghts' feſt ſtarted: So that 
it we look'd them overagain, and 
wi but trace them in ———_ | 
les 


If of the Tha 1gt 
37 bles and Excarfons from one Objete 


y | to: another ;;-we ſhould find them 
= many timesno morecoberent:than 
: F ourDreams,or the Rovingsand ex- 
6 | ttavagant Apprehenfians. ofi Mad- 


- men: And-perhaps the main diffe2 
rence betwixt the Mad-man:in Beds 
am, and «the other mufing in! bis 
Study, hes this;: That the oane1s 

{oj fooliſh-at;to-utteri/hs Concepti- 
- 0ns25they throng; into his: Head; 
and the I fo, and as-to con 
| Feak them) 


1 NOW: A may ag incrak 
F cauſts of this Imperfeftions-If we | 
| will trace; it up;to-its Spring-head, 
8 v&:muſt goras far back as - Fall 

Adam for, it 5 when the Mind 
laying the purſyivo the Chief and 

eme Good; about which it're- 

1 sohrly mov'd;: as aboat 1ts. proper 
Center, and propoſing toits {elf the 
an of” infinite other falſe _ 
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from ee i ioend; ir. 
came; :like a wandring Star,” "plans. £ 
mt anderratic tits Motions. 
PQ DIYE £43 TO-Eefft; 2 

AG AIN, wertmay;find _ 
Cauſe of this ireout alan woes ; 
a tearfallyrand : 
Scale Pas, Sout: and ET 
ations-of the | 


.j 


Fheoaagy are ; thofe ſubti}/ Pay of? 
Tr caltd' Spirits,” which in: 


very Confſtitutionof ſome Perc” oy 


"ſera [thoſeeſpecially of aSan 
Gonghaibes, bein = tar _ ' 
Thjnking fo 


help. 


" OE NG mn 
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— = : Tag” 
"AND esthis volatility; of Mind 


W- "oat 


+Yis Natural to forne ( 


| 4 fo may _—_ Accidents = pods | 


[ temperance may ins - 
to = a Propiganinat: _ 
7; $and fo agitate and confute the Spi- 
24 _ that qrawegiun a Conf eft- 


BUT. Ef mh cm the 


« moſt general -and/principat-ſtroks 
- Jio:this Aﬀair, iscertainly the wan- 
$ __ of aur ming ur which 


es and- I- 
Sabin. hich 


Jour Ne Maa ran'ia gaddi 

F them,” ſet the a agog, - - Shove 
I fie main Stream of our Thoughts 
& 1 ———_ Channel, atidtev 


run:' 


a a Ln 
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themrun out, like Water ſpilt upoy : 1 
_  theGround, -< rug foreign and im-lſ 


PIeD. So that even the : 
Th oughtful Men.many ting: 


The al wo: direct ue Line of 
ts t on, butloſe ſi 
of:the' Subje&t: they at firſt i 
with. For Imagination is a buſie 
reſtleſs ſort of Power that's ſeldom 
or neveridle, but moſt.of all exerts 


its AGivity, when the Underſtands 


ing is lazy and out of iet loyment) 
No ſooner does the cmpting Ob- 


jx& from-without , Honour off 


Pleaſure; or Profit;: "make its way: 
through thedoorsof our Senſes'to 
out:| Underſtanding ; - bat this F## 
calty, ' ike a Maſter: of the Ceres 
mons, : uſhers it in, haran _ ip 
ett :its Excellencies, and 


way:have Audience: If arrays how | 


cog andhis'Tempe 
1s tious; the knagmation 
ys ; lifes: hin up-eo7-o06 uy 
--$6, higheſt 
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of: = Thongs 


1 ugheſt P:xactes.of the SG, 
him af/ the Kingdoms of greatneſs, 


together with Followers, Depen- 


dants, Attendants, Retinue, and 
the other Glories of them. ſo that 


the Man's Thoughts are always 
mounting, making Ladders, as'it 
were, to himſelf, and contriving 
how to climb higher. So * _—_ 
efsd 


ifan Obje&t of Profit has 'po 
the Mind 3 the Fancy preſently 


s: to” " ſurvey the Land;-to 


{et off the value and conveniency 
of Goods laid up>for 'many:Yeargy 
and falls a telling over the Money; 
8 it were, before your Eyes, to 
Engage you. in! its. purfunt, and 
—_ your Thoughts, in won" 
_ phet's Language; /:g0 after your:Cove- 
fouſneſs. = bo 5g if the-Tdea of 
 @pleaſurable-Qbje& has ſtolen'an 


7 at your Eyes, the ſame Faculty: pre- 


fents.'you with: more Charms than 


anyone” ;&le:can';{ce in 1t;1fums 
KO 's | mons 


6 7 Ti Cs 1 | 
mons all the Senſes to bear tne J | N 
to the ſeveral Gratifications it aft} 
fords them, and recommends the 1 

_ Obje&t fo long, till your detudedf. 
Thoughts phy che. Adulterer, and 
commut Folly with it ; and in alt 

3 thefe Caſes, like a flattering Pains ; 

TE ter, draws the Picture of the Ob- | 

; jedt far - more. beautiful and exaty | 

than ever the could pre 


tend too ; and by theſe means 
breaks off the connezion. of ou 


NOW this defett,: a < 
mm orasfar as; 'tisnatural; 
owing:to. our complex'd Conſtiats 
on of Soul and Body,;cannot becris 
tur yyrey ee us 
der: that Denomination and-:is Sin 
tous; where the natural Infinnity 
15 countenancdand indulg'd ; n 
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1 kt is voluntarily ris Tan | 
F temperance, or the like. 


= : 
X es we, 
> Fo 
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+ AND now: that we are - upon 
this Head, it may not be improper 
Here to ſubj RIS Vanities of 4 
our Tho —_— t are principally © ; 
owing to the ſame cauſe of ONO "* 
and Jndicrous imagination : Forin- 
deed; this Power carries a mighty 
ftroke with us, influencing,ina 
meaſure, the Determimation of the 
Judgment, the Choice of the Will, 
the purſuit of the AﬀeCtions, and 
'1n conſequence of all theſe, the exe- 
cution of our Bodily Powers. 


» 


SECT. 2. 


ND here I ſhall firſt take no- 
tice of that Error of Thought 
it occaſi iong'in us, when we apply 
_ our ſelves to. the Conſideration of 
ſpirt- 


70 The Government Þ}F 
ſpiritual and immaterial Subſtances} * 
For being uſed tothink by the'in& 6 
tervention of Ideasfrom our Senſes; | '/ 
which are converſant only about 
material Objects; the Imagination, 
which receives : theſe impreſſions 
_ from our Senſes, 1sapt to draw the | 
fame groſs Images of immaterial Be: | M 
ings,as of Spirits, Angels,and of God: | 
himſelf: And we beinguſed to view: | 
the Objects we think ofas they are” p 
repreſented 1n the Looking-Glaſs' 
of Fancy; are apt. fookſhly to-cons” , 
0 
b 


clude, that the Originals reſemble 
thoſe Pictures of them,and ſomake 
no diſtinction- in our Conceptions 
betwixt_- material - and immaterial” 
Objects: Henceit is,that we conceive 
Angels to.be l&e-young Boys, and. 


the great Godfi _ Old man; 

that very vanity of zmagination, as” 
the Apoſtle terms it, pf which the ' 
Gentile World ſtood guilty, -in” 
changing the Glory of the incorrupti- 


ble © 
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IL WE ſhall conf der that v Va- 
ity which Fancy imparts to our 
« | Thoughts, inrelation toſenſualand 
& | voluptuous Objeds : For: hereby 
- 
} 


Men- Frame and. Figure to them- 
ſelves thoſe unlawful Enjoyments 
which 'tis not in their power to 4 
Ki v9 in Execution ; Courting, and F 
ddrefling, and Complimenting, 

+ | and making fine Speeches in ther, 
Minds to ſpeculative Idols of their 
own framing ; fond bx:ons that im- 
brace the Clouds and Vapours of 
theirgown Luſts , fil:by waking 
| Dreamers that defile; not the Fl 

«| only, but when that's out of im- 
- I ployment, commit Inceſt with the 
- | Daughters of their own Imagina-- - 
lt og tion; an Argument: -of great a: 


por Rom. I. 21, 23. 


vity 
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 vity ofSoul this, for Men to m: mu | 


procurers of their Thoughts ; 


proſtitute their -very Spirits, : Y ' 
pat out Conſcience, That Candle i 


the Lord, that all may 
Night about them, while the th 


commit their Deeds of Darkneſ | | 
their inaginary Rapes,Whoredony ome. 


| and: Debaucheries. We have t! the 
voice of Scripture for it, | that th 


Spiritual Wickedneſs is Adbieeryy | 


without any Farther progreſs in 
the Fact. But om s 


%&* IL THERE 1s yet 2 world 
vanity-of the Thoughts, if poſſible, pj 
in relation- to the ſame vol peu: 
ous Objefts, and that is a Repet 
tion of theſe ſinful Pleaſures in ho 
Mind, when they - are. yu_ an 
gone, and have been real pe 
ated. When Men are n« acisfy'd 
with the Harveſt they have alrea 
ay rcap d, but muſt have a Jaired 

| Matly 
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the Math, asit were, a ſecond Crop of 
wi eight in their Thonghts and [ma- 
rl I #imnations ; muſt” renew the filthy 
- off Scene in their own \Boſorns, erett 2 


ah gain in, with freſh gy The 
. xj Fault this, generally, of over 
rown and diſabled Sinners, dry 
Trees that have green Leaves, tho' 
Wi | they are paſt bearing Fruit; Men 
In whoſe Vices have left them, _ not 


through Supernatural Grace, but 
Natural Infirmity, who lamenting 
not their Sins, but their Impotence, 
6 endeavour, by the {trength of an 
w-j] impure Imagination yet lying in: 
| them, to conjure up the Ghoſt of 
F their old departed Luſts, to make 
the-dry Bones live, and give their 
{-} dead Sins a Reſurreftion from one 
1} Grave, whilſt they themſelves are 
P | paey to drop into another. 


'T a; 
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480, again, this mental | Repeti : 


tion of finful Ads s-feen in ſeverah 


other Caſes, as when a Man has} 


over-reach'd and defrauded his 


Brother in any kind ; hes apt in- 


wardly to applaud himſelf for 
Villany, to walk-over thoſe ſtc 


again 1n his Mind, by which he | 
circumvented him, and r the 


diſhoneſty with as much ſatisfacti- 
on as he committed it : So Men 


that are of - bitter and. umplacable: 


Spirits, will a& over their Revenge 
again in their. Thoughts, make the! 
Wounds already given their Ad-! 
verſary, bleed afreſh, in their own: 
Minds, and ſtab him once more in 
Effigie : ; and ſo of other Vices. 


| ; 


NOW a Man mult be arrivd 
at a very high meaſure of Impent ; 
tency and Impiety, who thus inf 
dulges. One would think it were! Q 
enough for Men to commut the 

| out- 
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ward Ads of Sin. with greedi- 
{Þ ncfs; but to repeat ther with de- 
71 | k ght again, is to approve of them 
is} upon-mature Advice, and boldly 


Y w declare, againſt all Relentin gs 
| and Repentance z which ever look 


' with Horror, not with ſatisfaction, 


1e | upon+ our- by- Evil Actions. 
7-1 Fhe great Apo le makes It an Ar- 


gument of a very wicked Diſpoliti- 
|} on, not only to commit. Sin, but 
Yo take pleaſure likewiſe in thoſe 


| who do fo, and if there be any 


: difference in the Caſs, 'tis/certain- 
Ely the worſe to be pleasd with 
own's {elf for ſo doing. ' For eve- 


ry ſuch after-game_'of imternal 


Complacency 1s a freſh Commiſſion 
of the Sin, ſtains the Soul with 2 
new Guilt, and/that ſo much the 


deeper, by how much ts the more 


v4 criminal to -ingage, not only the 
ef Powers of the Body to commit 
ey 3n, but the Faculties of the Soul 


E 2 like- 
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TV. ANOTHER Vanityof 
Thoughts, chargable upon a wild 
and ungovern'd Imagination, 1s ob-l 
ſerveable in Men's framing tine} 
Schemes and Images, and {uppoliti- 
ons of things, and then pleaſing 
themſelves with them, as if theyf] | 
were Realities, and they actually 
enjoyd them. For the Fancy has 
a ſort of power of Creation, and 
can hold up the images of Idols of 
its own making, fictitious Honours, 
Riches, ' &c, till the fooliſh Heart 
fallsdownand worſhips them. Thus: 
you ſhall have Men placing then 
{elves in ſome high Poſt, or emt 
nent Station, or plentiful Fortune; 
and then amuſing themſelves with 
Ten thouſand idle Projedts, how 
they would behave themſelves 10 


ſuch Cireaniltances ; what Figany 
tne) 
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JF they ſhould make, what :Intereſt 
-*F-they would drive on, &*c. Cutting 


ld is if chey were in the attual poſſeS- 


7 
: 
'of 
b | fions of the Fool's Paradiſe, they 
ny have invented. Theſe and the like 
t-J Imaginationsarethe frequententer-. 
ng tainment of Melancholy and Hypo=- 
ey condriack Perſons, and perhaps the 
lf] beft of Men are apt now and then 
5 to fall into” thefe fort of awaking 
nd. Dreams : Our Minds! are”-apt [to 
off ſpread wider than our Conditions, 
sf and we will now and then, when 
ny our Underſtandings are not: better: 
Wy imployed, be Figuring asbuſily to 
5 ourſelves; what we would' do, if 
-S inveſted with ſuch an Honour, poſ= 
58 fd of ſuch an; Eſtate, \e&c. as. 
by ifwe were aftually Maſters of them . 
Ny Thus our Fancies project ſhadows, 
IS and we take them for - Sibſtance ;. 
 wefirſt build Caſtlesin-the Air, and 
then'our. TR" proudly-ſtrot 
Vt. #* 


through: 


it, whilſt our Ldot, inthe Apoſtles |. 
Detuntion of 1 i, i nothing. 'Y- 


= NOW this i IS not only a vanity 
and a weakneſs in our Thoughts, 
but a Sin too. Firſt, becauſe God 
has | provided: better Obje&s for 
the entertainment of our Thoughts, 
than ſuch Chameras. And, 


2. BECAIISE chat when our 


our preſent: Condition, which is 
ever Oe” 


V. AS 'tisa great Vanity ofthe q 
Mindthus to imploy its Thoughts 
an —_—_— a tions, Or - in © 


draw- | 


* 


1 of the Thoughts. 79 
2- | drawing Piftures, as it were, of 
ot \ Things, ard then taking them for 
ip | | Kealitics and Originals: So 1s it 
& | likewiſe a Weakneſs and Fondneſs 
g in the thinking Power, owing like- 
FJ wiſe to a buſfie Imagination, to 
- dwell upon, and be ever contempla- 
J ting a Man's own real Enjoyments 
| whether of Body, Mind, or For- 
tune} We are certainly our own 
PE inpacs- pon by-ctaroin hd 
im y in this 
kind oy Wart — gmt 
Y e upon our- ſelves. n- 
8 God has bleſſed Men with great 
| Abilities of Mind, large Fortunes, 
or the like; they are always viewing 
themſelves in the flattering Look- 
ing-olaſs of their- own "Fares: 
(like thoſe who ſpend half their 
time in Drefling) or many times 
i proves a Magnifying-Glaſs, that 
may their Enjoyments orPer-- 
f ctions in far larger /Dinitnſions * 
#3 4 than 
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than what they have in reality, YC 
Thus the Men. of Par will be & F< 


© 

Ar oh ONES 
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F 44) 


; 


ver and anon amuſing and pleaſing Þ ] 


th:mſelves with ther own Nott Þ| 1 
ons and productions; whereby as || « 
- they areaptto;over-rate their own Þ| ; 
Acquiſitions and; Abilities, ſo are Þ* 
they inclin'd, to under-value -and || 
depreciate thoſe of other Men. For || 
whilſt our: Thoughts thus dwell | 
upon our, own. Ferfeons, they | 
ia at the ſame ys : -» = 
udgment too upon the ſuppoſed [| 
ImperfeQions: of other —_ and 
thereupon,fall immediately upon 
 making' Compariſons, and' tobe 
ſure bring in, 'the Verdicton their . 
own ſides. Thus, again, in the Caſe 
of large Revenues, :Men hke. the | 
rich Fool 1n-the: Goſpel, are ever || 
and. anon, taking an. 1maginary 
Survey of their Eſtates, an Invento- ;. 
ry, as it were;; of their Goods;tel- | 
lng themoyer as Children 6: their: 
| oun= 


'F1 


* 
ie 


ofthe Thoughes. $1. 
[Counters,: ar covetous+ Men their: 
"ok Gold when they-ſing the ſoft, 
| Reguicrto their Souls ofGoodsIaid; 
. |” for many Years, takethine Eaſe, 
I cat ue drink and be: merry.: Thus, 
Ja Ain, incaſe of: Reputation, for: 
- Sandtity: of Life; the ſtiff ſupercili- 
| ous Pharifee pleas dhimſelfynghti-- 
hy, you may:conceive, ; with the 
Thoughts ofhis own imaginaryPi-- 
ety, and the Vogue he had amongſt 
the people upon thataccount, when . 
_ his Gravity was pleas'd to thank 
Gad that he was not as-other Men: 
Now, Idon't think, that 'tis abſo--- | 
— lately finfulin it ſelf, to view one's 
own Enjoyments of Fortune; Abi- - 
| liccs of Mind, andother good Quas - 
F lfications, and to give, 'one's {elf 
the Advantagezif it fairly appearon 
I es fide;'-npon a-juſt Compariſon - 
- (tho' greatCare in the mean while - 
4 ought to be had; that the miſtaken - 


AP of: Sallove delnde us nots, 
E. 5-. | an 4 
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| In covering. a multitude / of our. 
own Imperfes 


Drunkard,'or'the chaſte Man with 
the. Adulterer;: 'or the knowing e- 


Lions) For ſober and [ 
_ temperate /Perſon, for - inſtance, | 
when he compares himfelf with the 


ducated Van with theRuſtick, can- } 


not but think themſelves placed as 
far above the'cheap and ſordid Le- 
vel of the-others, as the Cleanneſs 
and fair Proſpect of the top-of the 


Hill is above: the Mire and;Dirt at 
the bottom :-It not being: mdeed 


in the-power of Men's Faculties, ſo 
to ſtifle the Evidenceof their Con- 
S, 'as | to'banlk all ſenſe of 


Advantage which they find upon: 
the Compariſon. But here then lies | 


the Vanity-'and 'Sinfulneſs: of this 


Procedure of our Thoughts, That I. 


our Hearts are not thereby raisdto 
a Thankfalneſs to Almighty God, 
as the freeDonor of ſuch Gifts, A> 
Oy Tacos: But we are apt 
to 


[ E of he Thoughts. 83 
7 Fo terminate our Thoughts within 
| our: felves, where they work, and; 
S ferment, . and leaven-all our good- 

- Qualifications, by GE: Us UP 
with Pride. 4 | 


VI. ANOTHER Vanity of 
-our-Thoughts, * owing to the fame 
— Cauſe of an ungoverned Imagind- 
tion, is ſeen in their Forwardneſs 
and impatience of enjoying thoſe 
Objets we conceive agreeable to 
-ns;/ like a kind: Friend, or eager 
Lover, that cannot: ſtay at Home 
till the Perſon he longs for Arrives, 
but takes Horſe to meet him, and 
bid him welcome on the Road : 
For how often, do+ our Thoughts 
- anticipate the Revenues, as I may 
_ tay, of our Actual -Enjoyments, 
fy. and Chamelion like, live upon, the 
| dir Hopes of Fruition? - Whence 
the Reafon of that common Obſer- 
vation, That Expectation _ 


—— 
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84 The Government b- 
ly has the :better of it, and Men:iÞ 
meet not with. that  SatisfaCtion in-$ 

the Things they expeted. For be- F 

fides the Einptinotf and - Nullity: | 

that there Naturally is inithe En-'} 
 Joyments of thisWorld(they never 
being Deſfign'd to fill up the large 

Capxcities.of the Heart ofMan) our 

Fancies are always repreſenting to 

us Things more-eligible than they: 
_ are} In themſelves; 'and:: our. 

- Thoughts have-gone ſo often out-- 
before-hand,:to meet:and converſe. 
they. have enjoy'd-and deflower | 
it already, and ſo have - foreſtald;/ 

the SatisfaQtion'of. Poſſeſſion. © + 


JI: ECT. 4 © | 


-"M 
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"FF E will now, in (the :next” | 
"VF place, Inſtance in thoſe. 
Defefts which: are obſervable of 
our: Thoughts/ in relation to holy” 

£28 . Things, 
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[hings, and the: Exerciſes of De- 
: F 4 's tion. | 


hs th ND the Wands ofour 
\PFhinking Powerthat I would take 
*Fnotice-of on'this Head; 'is the'Bx- 
Jrbuf Faſm to which it is ſubje&ty' when 
we: cannot Govern” and Command 
onr Thoughts ; cannot keep then 
1} Oraerly and within'ithe Bounds of 
| fbricy but they grow wild;'and 
| fly out into Imaginations of Viſ- 
| ons;Revelations, immediate Confe- 
| ences with the: Deity, extraordina= 
| ry: Gifts; ec whiillt, generally; - we 
haps alwaysinthe latter Ages of the 
Church, ſuch! Pretenfions derive 
not fromthat Supernatural and Di- 
vine-Principle; to which they are 
aſcribed z «but; to: ſay no-worle' of 
them hindi? from” Canſes purely 
-— as Conſtitution; Medita- 

Piſcip line, Edrication, 'Di- 
femper wy For, as for Conſtitu- 
tion, 
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tion, who has. not heard of tt bel 
undoubted Effefts of Natural \ 
lancholy in ty: kind ? Whal 
ſtrange . nmmagm :'Scenes Men. of & 
this dark Complexion have 16] 


hay cn I Fane” CY - 
templation, which : umproves the || 
former Temper z- what ftudious } 
Perſon has not obſerv'd, how witd 


ry Retirement ? Ho. then ry 
ViOus to unagine, how a Man, du- 
ring theſe confusdTranſports of his. 
Soul,” may beapt toaſcribe the Re-. 
of his own bewildred Rea- 
lon, as Ss others do that of their Na: | 
tacal , to ſome extraor-. 
dingy Principle without "owe a 
107: Ve. 


of the Thoughts. 8 
| bove-them. . This doubtleſs, rw 
ther with a frightful gloomy Dy 


4 vantage the Devil takes of ſuch Oc- 
-caſions) 18 the only Rational Hyp- 
pothefss [whereby to ſalve: thoſe 
Viſions; and: Supernatural Confe- - 
. rences with the Divinity, pretend- . 
ed to: by | the Enthufiaſtick, Meſſa- 3 
lians of Old,theRapturons and Ex- 
tatick Frenſies of:the: famous Foun- 
der ofthe Jeſuites, and ſome of 
bis Diſciples;/ and in ſhort; all the 
_ Legendary Traſh, treaſured up for 
the. Advancement of the Romiſh 
tion; ::For there's no doubt 
wo made, bat:that abundance of 
Zeal and. Bigotry'.in Devotion, a 
Contemplative ; Life, the privacy 

.of a Cloyſter-or a Cell, : together 
with a Melancholy Temper, which 
it either finds or makes, has made 
theit * Prophets Fools (as mar 
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ſpeaks) and their ſpiritual Men mady 
For too'much: Tore has mads 

more:Mad-men: tp ro little. Ix 
 fromitheſe we deſcend to ot. b 
natural-Cauſts of: theſe counterfeit; 
Operatiorisof God'sSpirit, Diſtems 
pers;/Experience” will ' inform 'us fl 
what Raptures and Viſions-are ins 4 
cident to 'Hyſterical: and Hypocon=F1 
driack 'Perſons. No leſs an Enthud 

fiaſtick than Mahozeet himſelf is ſaid. 
to have owed all his: pretended Di= | 

vinity:to that Sacred Diſcaſe, as the 
Ancients calld it, att Epil iy. Cas 
» ſanbon "of | Emthuſsaſms.,") of. 
thoſe, who, :'throx gh « Hure in. 
their: Brain; have fancy'd themſelves 
attually in Paradiſe; ;andof others; 
that amidſt'the Tranſports of their. 
Viſions: and Revelations, have died 
fithat which produc'd'them, a Fes" 
on as to a Rn nano 

ke Gait, preten to - {til} by 
fome. vp; I believe, T could? 
ſhewy/ 


\ Thata Freaſure of Scripture- 
lp 6 Caſes, a voluble Tongue, and a 
| 7 bs warm Temper, @gradually” heated 
"Ind inflamedby the Ligetas of De- 


Il livery,” together with a'good: Aſt 


Ie: os of the: Talent. 


14F rance before Men, and:an-odd fort - 
T of Familiarity with God;have Adtu- 
= Jally done the Feat with the > 


* : 


dg. o+IE: WE: may ae a \ Naniial 
nd | doerffon i in-our Thoughts'to Pious 


Meditation.” When any Objett pre- 
ſents-it ſelf;- that | carries Ph ure; 
or Profit; *or. the Gratification of 
any of our Senſial Appetites tes along 
with: it, O' how: greedily wb 
Thoughts careſs;:embrace, and bid 
it Ten-+thouland- Welcomes | But 
{ _ God,'or ow. car _ Death; 
* 2" or udgment, Or''any' wmch grave 
-F and-ſerious Subject: profes Ti 
to our Thoughts, how a 


pronk away; bang BAK a 
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ſby; and after, it may be, a __ : | 
| ſhort Interview, and a cold Enter: 


and Diverting> The one's a wel 
come Gueſt and old Acquaintance; | 
the other meets with the formal - 


Reception of a Stranger, or as:of f' 
a Vilitant that is not agreeable ||. 


— 
—= 


ar ag or or the 1 
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to' converſe with Hol y Objedks. | 
\ 1 OUR Thoughts, in regu 
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l [= _ may be materially lawful 


I 


| 
e, 
to 


rf 
b 


d good in themſelves ; yet they 


ng LT ntrude impertinently, at | 2 time 
«| not proper for them, when they 


are not call'd npon, and have no 
-buſineſs in the Mind; likean over- 
officious Friend , who, tho' he 
-v_— well, yet mairs a Matter | 
thro gh the unſcaſonableneſs of his 

every thing, lays So 


| fn thee 5 7 z2e and Seaſos : 
es things, 
ERIE 


; a @Tranſpreſſorz and may be calfd 


 toan Account for ſodoing :. And - 


juſt ſo: it' is with our T honghts; I - 
mean 


92 The German 4F 
mean ' particularly, irr our Relig ; q 
ous: Performances: They may be] 
truly:good in themſelves, yet if 
they are foreign to the matter in| 
| Hand, ſtep in unſeaſonably, and} 
break their Ranks: ; they are Crimis} 
nals: $0 that when we are at out | 
Devotions, 'tis-not enough to bar] 
out all finful and worldly Conceits, I 
from crowding in upon us, but we || 
muſtſtave off all- other Thoughts 
that: relate not to the Matter/in 
_ For gre onde - 
L Ce, Or e of doi ng | 
good Work Tho in it ſelf: Divine 
yet"tisa Queſtion; whetherior no 

the: Spirit that ſuggeſts 1t "at that U 
time be; Divine ; becauſe''it tends 
then only to diſtract us, and mart; 
the: Performance we are about, 8Þ. 
Colour mif-placed in the Face dos 
the Beauty : So then, God's wor 

ſhip. muſt be perform d, not only 

COTE, but. Internally we Mm 


4 x" Fre © Thoughts, 93 I) 
I b- and Ordet: And we muſt 
i- 4 not offer that Great Maj jeſty, who 
+ | made all Things -in Weight and 
tif } Meaſure, a tumultuary Jumble of 
1 houghts i in our Homage to him. 
But as, in the; Words. of the A 
{tle He that iangaged i in the Mons. ; 
ſrery muſt wazt 0n:/ns Mzniſtring, and 4 
| be that Teacheth or Teaching, and he |. 
that Exhorteth' on Exhortation,' &c. I 
$0 he: that is at his Prayers, muſt 
attend to his Prayers, to. the par- 
ticular Petition before. him; he 
.that is giving Thanks; to his 
Thankſgiving ; he that 3 is at: Con- 
feſſion, to his Confeſling, e*c. di- 
recting all his Thoughes ftreight 
upwards towards Heaven; .and he 
-that 3 1s at Sermon, ought, for that 
time to apply his whole Thoughts 
.towhatis offer'd; andifany other 
* Thoughts, howſoever lawful and 
\ pretend to interpoſe, muſt 
bid them come another time 3 _—_ 
| | 
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that he is: now © therwiſe ingagYy sf 
and not at leiſure. Faris | 


IV. TIS another ſinful 1 firmity ff 
in our thinking Power, that tho 4 
we are-wilkng to entertain pious | 4 
Objeds in our Hearts; yet we ca y 
not to dwell long upon them, fo JI} 
that they leave not thoſe Printy | 
and [Imprefſions behind them that'J( 
the Heartw] ith that due Fragrancy. 
and dmaritey ought to leave be-:] 
hind them, whit they are paſt and Ii 

: For tho' we may not be (0: 

d as thoſe, of whom it may 7 be 1 
aimed, with the P/almift, that” 
Godiis not in all their Thoughts ;: g! | | 
yer of well-diſpoſed Minds it may. | 
be faid, - that he 1s not much at a: 
time there : "Tis long &'er we can} | 
get ſight of himthrough the Optick N/ 
Glaſs of Contemplation ; mf when | 
we do, our Hands ſhake, or ſome- 

thing, 
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"of he he Thoughts. 3 


= . Pn we loſe ſight of him again : 

FJ And this Levity of Mind, as it is 
Y-Een in our Contemplations upon 
0: o Dbjedt ; ſo more eſpecially in 
A | be performance of Holy Duties. 
I We ſet forth in Prayer, it may be 


1] $8 


FD... NF: 


| very well, with a due Compoſure 
h _n Mind, and humble _— of our 3 
Ji ligations to God, Depen- 
| dance on Him: But perhaps &'er we 
are got half way on with ourWork, 
our Thoughts which ſet ont with -. q 
# f our Lips, have giventhemthe lip, 
9: | and left them to go on by them- 
* | ſelves; whilſt they in the Interim 
t | have rambled perhaps from one - 
| 


: I Corner of the Earth to another, 
| 2nd made the Grand Torr of the 
| world : When weſhould carneſtly 
| {ek God by Prayer, and ourSouls 
'F and Spirits ſhould aſcend ſtraight 
'Þ wpwards in dire& Rays of fervent 
'F Devotion; behold them tofled ike 

a 


ſhe : Government 


2 Tr Leaf before. the wind, « 


as an empty Cask'upon he Wart ( þ 
For, Inſtead of Te zs preſent 
with us and we cannot dothe things q R 
that we would: But the World andfy 
the Devil knock at the Door of ow y 
Hearts, ſtep in and deſire to ſpeak 
with our Thoughts, - divert themfq 
from their Buſineſs, and' makeafy 
Van's'Heart go after his Covetoubſt 
neſs, asthe Prophet ſpeaks ; after} 
hisPleafure, his Sins, or his Secular d 
Imployments: Any thing that was] y 
forgot before, will be ſure: then 'toff 
preſent-it ſelf tothe Mind, and ſue}; 
for Audience: Nay, many timesf] 
foreign Thoughts come about us, t 
like Bees, 'as David {peaks of hf 
Enemies;in wholeSwarms togethgy; 
and with their humming: Noi | 
diſtract our” Attention ; or like{ 
| | 
| | 
| 


Abraharis Fowls in Flocks, to peck 
at and deform our Sacrifice. And 5 | 


thus) again, it 15 in that othel 
| * branch 


bs af = Toa Its 97 
of Fanch of Religious Duty; Hearing 
- n þ < f the: Word; Gor no doubt but a- 
<l þ Tg upon a juſt recollection 
oy of his Thoughts, will find they 
Wyerc'out of Charch ſeveral times 
ur Phi his. Perſon was there; at 
&&] Hoe, 'in the Shop, or the Coffer, 
cl or indeed any where, | but where 
e4Fthey ſhould have been: In fine, ei- 
ubFther ont of Doors, or at Play per- 
ter haps within; as 'much as the Chil- 
lar dren generally are without.But then 
a] take any other ſort of Objes, Plea- 
to] firable,or Profitable,or Honourable, 
Whand your Thoughts ſhall dwell, and 
es hover, and brood over them, all 
$ the Day, jd I, nay, in the Night 
Joo, diſturb your Repoſe, and a- 
"I wake you ; for the abundance of the 
s Kch, to uſe the Wiſe Man's In- 
Fftnce, will not ſuffer him to ſleep.And. 
2 110 It is of any. other worldly Pro- 
d a, gratifying Men's Luſts, com- 
yang a REVEDSE, or the like : 
F Of 


tf Ti Conn 4 
eb of Do fe the ſame} 
peaks; ' The not ex» | 
ot they have done mo z ef, and | 
| r fleep is taken away unleſs the 
'ſome to fall. 4 intent are 
Men's Thoughts, ſo cloſely do they | 
faſten upon. theſe Earthly, Senfual, 
and many times Deviliſh Concern» 
ments, whillt hey are preſently | 
Weary, and frisk off fromanyt 
that is Sacred, and ſober and ſerious. 


NOW this wandring in Prayer 
and other Holy Daties is reſ{olvable 
into ſeveral Cauſes : As, 


L INT O our complex'd Con | 
{tztution of Soul and Body. Whilſt 
our Souls are lodg'd in theſe pitt 
tul-Tenements of Clay, they can» 
not help being affe&ed with the 
inconveniences of their Habitation, 
They are confined to the uſe of Bo- 
diy yo” in their moſt abſtracted! 


ore | 


"the <aro M1 Thitking: beles 
| frronded with ih ire 


mn vein [this material World; which 
ty | through the Tritervention of "otir 
| Senſes, leave "their" Tdens in the 
Head behind thera; the Lyoof the 
' Mind'can'no more heaſp*look 
« | pon them, when they are ogg 
Je | 22d thrown in its' way, than the 
| Eyes of our Bodies can kelp: ſceitty 
when they are open, ' or -our Eats 
hearing the Sounds that ſtrike them. 
All this is Natural and: Neceffary as 
the unavoidable Refalt of the de- 
pendance of the Sonf in its moſt \ 
Spiritual Operations upon the 
_ Frame and Contexture of our Bo- 
dies, during: their 'Conjunttion : 
And we may as well think of ceaf- 
5 ing 


mm 


gots Loney are, and. of caſt». # 
the Man'into a new Montd,. ns | 
a total-Prevention of this Infitr | 
mieyof our Conſtatution.. And:;this | 
ing ſo, we muſt;expe@ [to/meet 
with it in qor Prayers, as well asin 
other Buſineſs of our Lives.:'TisJin 
Heaven alone, where the Faculties 
of both Soul and Body ſhall beirt-_ 
largedand refined, and weſhall have 
but One Objett of our Thoughts, 
God, who ſhall - be All in All; 
that our Souls ſhall cleave inſepara- 
bly to him,- without the leaſt Avo- 
cation. All. -which may ſerve to 
qualifie, by the by, the Scruples and 
Vexations/incident to ſome tender 
Minds, who-are apt perhaps to en- 
tertain too hard Thoughts of them- 
ſelves, becauſe they cannot ſo.ma- 
nage their Thou ghts, that they 
ſhall regularly attend upon God's 
Service, without Breaks and Chaſms 
in them, without falling off ty 
an 
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F FT then, and fray ng. from their 
"| preſent Bane: ba b For! tis impoſlible 
I; In the very nature of things, our 


ition, totally to 'prevent 
beginnings, or Sallies of the 


; Mind towards wandring'; for the 


Spirits; by whoſe Intervention we 
perform theſe Mental Operations, 


' will not bear fo Tigid a Fixation 3 


all we can do inthe Caſe, and thar: 
we muſt do; is tokeep aſtritEye- . 
upon our Thoughts, to drive.away 
the Fowls that light upon our Sa-- 
crifice,. to endeavour: continually” 


| to. check and controll and; ſtop 
- them in their Career to other Obs: 


jects:; and when at: any time they 
have givenus the ſlip, tocall them 
upon the firſt Diſcovery home a- 
gain/to their Buſineſs,” and regret 
oar Weaknefs: Andif we thus both 
bewail, and labour to remedy thoſe 


- Excurſionsof our Thoughts, which | 


we.cannot totally hinder; they ares 
r 3 not. 


| will never wy our _ State... 


1 DISTRACTING Thoughts 


x Prayer/are very. much owing to: 
that natural Averſion we obſery'd' 


mus to «of Spiritual and Di- 


vine; For ſuch Imployment of our: 
Thoughts being therefore a ſort of 


preternatural Force upon them; the 
_ Sprizg. that bends them Heaven- 
ward wall -be apt to relax, and ge 
way to the contrary-: tend 


our. Minds, downwards ; ſo A | 


leaving thoſt unwelcome Objedts, 


they preſen 
the:C 


of: theif gs” 
mL OUR Diftraftions cat 


10.4 great meaſure, from an over-' 


achve and mmgovern'd Imagination : 
'Tis / the Quick-ſMver-par in our 


Metal, . that runs glibly up and: 


down, 


| — ity, Thick) 


tly falt-back again into 
ny. ofthe old Familiars 
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7 | down, and ſhoots, as'it were, itt: 
_. F our Minds, like Meteors in'the Air, 
_. | traverſing ourDevotions with Tet 
{| thouſand frivolous* and fooliſh: 
3: | Conceits, preſenting us with thoſe- 
3 | fineSchemes and Images of things, 
Riches, Honour, or the like ; till: 
"the diſtrafted wandring Man, in-- 
- ' ſtead of his Maker, Worſhips all 
_ the while perhaps the Idol of his. 
own and the Devil's making. But 
we have Diſconrsd the Extrava-- 
gancies of. this Faculty before. 


IV. DBTRACTIONS in Prayer 
proceed frequently from an inter- 
perate Love of the World, and the. 
Cares that attend its Enjoyments'z 
which fo often ingrofs our Heatts, 
that we no ſooner ſet about holy 
Duties, thati they juſtle the one 
thing needful out of our Minds, 
and . make. Mary's good Part ſtand 
EF. 4 by, 
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by, and give way to '* Martha | - 
Concern for the World and the Fa Þ | 
mily. 'Tis certainly one of the moſt Þ| ; 
ridiculous, -ahd yet moſt general : 
Frailties, incident to our corrupt || | 
Nature, to uſe this World, as if $1 
neither we, nor the Faſhion of it Þ} 
were to paſs away ; which 1s juſt Þ 
as if a Traveller, with buſineſs of |} 
infmite Importance 'on his Hand, 
ſhould-loyter and take up with his_ 
Inn on the Road; without ever 
farther purſuing. the end of his. 
Journey. And poſſibly moſt of the _ 
Sins that are committed in the 
World, are fairly refolvable into a 
too paſſionate Fondnelſs for it. Te 
cannot ſerve God and Mammon, is a . 
Saying that carries a greater Force 
of Truth in it, than poſſibly moſt 
Men are aware of. For their Princi- 
ples of ACtion are oppoſite, - their 


* Luke 10, 42, 


Intereſts, 


f 
, 
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= a= Thoughts. 105: 
| fnecreſts are oppoſite,” and they re- 


# quire a quite different Frame 'of- 
Mind: in their reſpe& 
$ 4nd we know who:has told us no: 


ve Votaries:' 


has truely than roundly, That 5f a=: 
man love the world, the love of 
God 5 zs not him: For it ties down. 
or Apprehenſions to things mean; 
and trrvial, and baſe ;--and ſtifles. 
and-chokes our Delires' 'of ſach AS... 
are Spiritual-and Divine: It extin-- 
all holy fervour- of Spirit; 
| HW from God, and puts ont. 
that Sacred Flame of Love for him, 
which 1s the very Life and Soul of | 
our Devotionsto: him: It 'crowds. 
into the Church and Cloſet with: 
us, and like the Sons of Zerviah, 19 
bo hard for David ;. ſo: that ma- 
ny times, with Dems, we forfake 
+#he Lord in our Thoughts, even 
whilſt we pretend to do him Ho-- 
having loud. this. preſent 


INAge , 
World, whoſe Thorns (7.e. its Cares - 
3 þ and: 
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06 The Government 
and Riches) * choaks the Seeds, in 
our Saviour's eſtimate, of all the | 
Good that is fown amongſt t themy 
and therefore it 1s, that when G 

; gt the Male- Children of the 

. s thrice a Year to attend upon 
Is Service. at'' Fernfalenr;, he 
misd that + =o :Mau ſbonld 

ther Len __ net Sareert £0 1 Fr. 

eppear before 

— 427 for a 

an loufres t otherwiſe 

have ſeiz'd r arr yew woutd have di | 

vided their Hearts betwixt God and 
theirFamilies at Home, and ſo have 

| wry: hepa of fo hborious 

h univerſal a OUrney': And u 

X an the fame account it is, that chi 
Apoſtle adviſes fingke Perſons, that 
were able to receive It, to contmue 
rather in that State, in times of Dif-' 
fculty and Diſtreſs ; that —_ 


* Like 8. 7, 4 | Exod. 3h» 24 | 
might * 


of the Thoughts. 107 
mhight attend upon the Lord with- 
« | ## thoſe Diſtrat#ions of Mind, that - 

1z | #e althoſt unavoidably incident to 
| | Ferſotis deeply intangled in Secular 
1 Eonectniments. 


a | V. ANY reigning and ailif 
, | Luſt will reigning an nenli 
j our Devotions : For where our - 
| Treafuite is, there will oor Hearts-. , 
| bello; and eſpecially, at the tirtic 
of our Religious Setvices, will be 
| aff to run out of the Cloſet and 
the Church to meet and chat with. 
their beſt Beloved: We ray in-- 
deed, at ſich Junftures be Proof a- - 
| Sainſt the Courtſhip of other infe- 
 fiour Temptations, and therefore 
the Devil takes eſpecial Care then 
\ $0 ſet the Sin of our -Bofom on 
JS work,to imploy the Favourite-Luſt | 
F for our Diverſion. And this 1s fo. 
uſual a Stratagem to decoy. our - 
Hearts from our Services, that we 
may.” 


I —Fhe 00 amen LH 

+ may hereby certainly diſcover on I; 
* darling topping Luſt, the up Þ 
of our depraved Hearts, that which Vis 
all the others pa y Obedience to, }| 1 
and do it Ha: for that to be Þ | 
ſure is it which pretends the great- Þ ! 
eſt intereſt in. us; 'and thereapon'F®# 
diſturbs us moſt in holy Duties. |} 


_ VL OUR diſtraqtions 1n Pray- 
® frequently. proceed from thoſe 
Objets that f erike our Senſes du- 
the Service. For 'tis not inthe || 
compals of: our- Powers to give a-_ 
ny. diſtin& and tolerable attendance 
to ſeveral, and perhaps contrary 
Objetts at. the ſame . time, ſo. that 
the Ideas of thoſe we let in at ſuch 
juncures, at the doors of ourSen- 
ſes, turn the Mind out of. its way, - 
and divert it from the proſecution 
of its. proper DONS. An "_ 


# 2 Cor. IO. 5. 
and 
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rÞ and ered ear to every Sound: will 
x | make diſcord in the Brain, and va- 
ch Figrant Eyes will cauſe a wandring 
| Heart: If Dinah like they gad: a- 
e | broad to ſee the, Naughters of the 
| Land, 'tis odds but they meet with 
1 $3*Objcds in their jant that will com- 
S mit.a Rape upon them. And there- 
| fore, we ſhould, either, with Fob, 
make a Covenant with .onr Senſes; 
e | when we engage in holy Duties, 
: 


bet our Eyes look. right on, as. Solg- 
e | 22077 ſpeaks and our: Eye-lids Took 

= | ſtraight before us, or ſhut up their - - 
2 


Doors as much as poſſible, to ex- 
clude the foreign Diſturbers of our 

; | Attentian;for nothing poſlibly pro- 
js motes. fixation of Thought 'more 
than the cloſing of our Eyes: .Ex- 
perience tells.us, . that Darkneſs- is 
an undoubted help to intenſe Me- 
ditation, and the Arabzar Proverb 
imports, That when the Five Win- 
dows, thoſe of Senſe, are EW 
| ; tne 


rr0 "The Government 


the Houſe of the Mind is then ful | 
eſt of Light: I might afſigh here. 
ſeveral her" tp ive Cauſes, as. 
E may ſtyle py 'of this defert, as; 
the want of a true love of God; 
want of a devout habit of Mind 

want of prepatation of the = 
before We enter tt Religious. 
Duties, Oc. Biit theſe will fall 
_ betterrunder the laft general Head. 
of Diſcoutſe, the Regimen or Cor 
vernment of ojur Thon ghts upott 
theſe and other. occaſi Ss: Red ; 
therefore, 


VI. AND Lifth, Theres no 
doubt to be made, but that the di- 
firaQions and wandritgs of. or 
Thoughts in Prayer, ate in a great 
tedfire, owing to the Machinati- 
ons and Experitnents of the Devit 


oor ns; for tho' in theſe ordiriaty | 
Calcs we oh aire ſpeak of, tis 4 
difficult, an 


perhaps . unneceſſary: 


Tack. ] 


8 dearwnchrms in 
F; S ; ano vey 
| rady i Jjout if the Con-- 
; mu —_— and doubtlels, 
us. J own depraved Nature to the /ac-" 
Ml J count- of that Infernal Spirit, and 
* ſo paint hint blacker, if 
Je 
d 


than he 3s: And it were befides, 
an'over-nice and fraitleſs enquiry, 
to ſearch into thoſe Artifices and 
Methods whereby he may Ratio- 


Em to withdraw our 
"| Prayers: For 
- ana eSriy ee far he 
is NN Cc ea of a- 


ny of thoſe means of Diſtrattion 

" | ve have hitherto mention; as 
| the love of the _ the wan- 

| dringof the Sen - ths: pilot 

Scenes of the ination, and the 

Importunitics of any reignmg and 

| pre. 
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r12 The Government 
prevailing Luſt. Nor can we witli fl 
any certainty defme what Feats hs i 
calions, by outward Diſturbances 
and inward Inje@ions: For we ca 
gueſs but darkly at: the: 1008 
of Spirits, how far, 'or .by what 
way they can inſinuate-- and:com-: 
mumnicate their Motions; to our 
Minds; yet who fo conſiders how. 
| he is in other Sins; 
as 1n * David's Numbering of the. 
People : + Judas's Betraying his: 
aſter : || A2a7795's: Lying to the. 
Holy Ghoſt, e*c.. more particular } 
ly, how much we are many times. 
peſterd- with foreign and impro- _ 
per Thoughts. during. our Ap- 
proaches -to the 'Throne of Grace; 
whilſt we find a great caſe and free- 
dom in our Minds when they are 
ingag'd in worldly Buſinefs, or in 
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x1 Chran. 21.1, f ohm 13. 27. || As 5. 34 
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of the Thoughts tiz 


ny. other PhiloGphical or indif- 
it Contenplation*: Andwho 
Þ reflets farther) how mth its 
is Intereſt- to-ſpoil and break off 
for Coninieree with Heaven," and 
blaſt 'the Frait'of all'our 'Prayers, 
fince this viſibly advances the _ 
reſt of his'Kingdom $5 muſt g 

in the general, That he is Abe 
ks particularly concern'd” in” the 
yandring of ourThoughts during 
Divine Service. Accordingly we 
find, that * St. James requires us to 
thaw nigh MOB he bids us at the 
me tine, reſo the Devil, which 
8a plain Evi ſence, That when we 
come to land before the Lord,” Sa- 
tan ſtand rat our right-hand, in the 
ProphetZacharys Language, F ready 
toreſt x5:: And our Saviour himſelf 
in the Parable of the Sowerand the 

' I Seed, tells us: pally; That |} the : 
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I "oh, In _ I 
\ * the wicked One, takpth an 
g out of ſorge Mens Hearts, 
le they ſhould believe arrdl be Tonk: [ 
ey are the F by the ways 
fide, QUT-; Lord thts, {peaks | of} it 
fuch as in St. Chryſoſtowis Expoſition | 
advert not, nor attend: to. what ix. I, 
werd; your careleſs ſupine Aw. 
ditors, who, while- the Preacher 
toils, . Chriſt {; peaksby him, and the | | 
Holy-Ghoſt is qa to Co-operate, 
are amuling themſelves with-Tet | 
thouſand. 7 coeur and foreigh- 
Imaginations : : And what the Des 
vil is ſ0-ready to.d0 at Sermong, 
he'will think it much more his in» 
tereſt to'do at Prayers : And theres 
- - fore, methinks, it ſhould be apow: 
erful inducement to engage Mento: 
a ſerious Attention on both thoſe 
Occaf 10nsz to confider, That wha 


# IE | 


* Math, I'J« 


they: 
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Fes ted:alide with thoſe: vain 
100S;7< that;interrupt their 
ning ng to-what. they ey themſelves 


MW | [5 is Nanezthe Devil al the while, 
<|2 we'll bebeve our Lord himſelf ; 
on Iybuſic with-them; Jays cloſe Siege 


8. I o/their Hearts, | and makes them 
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ws. 
" 
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M. | 


- 
* 


more effettually- ſerve him, than 
the Lord that bought them. Not 
that 1 100k upon every ſachaffault 
and; even facceſs of che Tempter 
upon 1s, 2s anArgument of an Ir-. 
s Temper and R 

"Mind : For the Devil, who is: alt 
Þrrit, can hold out the Sege a- 
us, longer than we, who 
dwell in Houſes of Clay, can ſuſtain 
hisIncurſions: - The very Infirmity 
of bur ; qua gw where tho' 

the Spirit may be wi wes ©. es yet che 
Fleſh 1s weak; — att 

our, I od aktthem ys yne 
| Guard now and: then; andconſe- 
One 
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quently give the Tempter an nl; 
voidable advantageiover- us: Yeti 
theſe'r wandrings'of our'Spirits as} q 
grievous:to:; our: Minds 'upon ReVis 
collettion ;'if we hence learn what 4 
unprofitable Servants'we are, eve 
-n our beſt Performances ; | and 
humble our ſelves hereupon in'the 
fight ofGod, begging tum to w 

thoſe Thieves, that ſteal away our | x 
Thonghts, out of the Temple of ous 

Souls; we ſhall not ſtand charges 
ble with the Robberies they coms 
mit. upon us: [But as'the Motions 
of the 'good Spirit; when rejected,” 
do fo: muctr the more inhaung 
Mens Guilt; ſo wilt the Injections 
gainſt, as'far as may be, and reſift» 
ed; be fanCtified, through the Db 
vine: Mercy, to our greater advan 
tage. In fine, this wandring of 
the Mind in Holy Daties tho';w-} 
its; beſt ConſtruCtion 'tis a. gurl 
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akahes Thou: rg I 17 "Mq 
Al | fro pineſs;/ yet-will be. -opty. fo 
antary in its Cauſe; and 3 in our 
| In pow wer to remedy, and 15, in 
*l ag 
of Err, whence: ſoever | it 
unxdulged and crpnphynd 
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[ E proceed now to Ix, as 
. INOE e.tergible fort ' of 


en are many times unhappily in- 

; "TE For itisnot ge; _ DG 
em lly. to aulte 

Sn of: odd, cxtrava- 

gant,and horrid Thoughts breaking 

n upon them, in ſpite of all Guard 

* | and Oppoſition. Thus you ſhall have 

* | ome, thoſe particularly of muling 

Heads and melancholy Difpoſitt- 

* } ons, preſs'd upon now and then 


: with Atheiſtical and Blaſphemous 
= Cogi 
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Affliction, _ the like, to 

hardly of him, to deny wa | 
in his Attributes, .to charge hin 
fooliſhly, and to o Long hin [8 du. 


Others. -have- poſBl 
ih as hos onghts EY er 
my roving fined the Sin 'a he 
LO y- Ghoſt; of their being RE 
4 prokates, caſt off of God; withoit 


the'verae of hisMerey;! and featd 
_ np forDeſtrudtion.”"Ochers, Laſtly; | 
there are hurried 0n 1 their Mindy 
to the commiſſion” :of "forme great 
and cryingSins,' ever! againſt the 
bent of thei own Propenſions,: 
and that ſometumes. as far as Self 
Murder it ſelf, Ov. 
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NOW 


poll ll of 'em 4 kin, and of the ſelf 


"0 > Family ;. I ſhall not go about 
Ny” ng roers 'andapart, 
" b gether, and 1 in the 7's 
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wy That there 1 s lome ie 61G fan 
"up hat, 


Fi 'F1S of great | ale to know 
it, and therefore- | 


A HE IN Za WA RL | ſhall 
$" ſome Marks and CharaQe- 
riſticks, whereby it may be known 
when they are of cate "_ the 
Devil. 


IV. I ſhall ſhew, That howh. | 
ever troubleſom and aflicting they 


are, 
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VV; And laſtly, Tſhall ——_—_ s 
to preſcribe theRegulation of n_ 4 


LIT muſt be owned, there a 4 
ſome difficulty in the enquiry into I 
the,Riſe:and. Origine | of theſe hor- Þ | 
rid /Thoughts, and: 'tis: hard- [0 
know; many. times whether they | : 
are the genuine Ifſue of qur own | 

. corrupt Nature, or ſpurious Brats |. 
. falſly: father'd on us.by the Devil. I 
| For he can injeQ. as much and 
more then our Corruptions can ſug- F. 
geſt; and yet poſſibly, on the other. 
hand; they are able = themſelves, 
tocarry us on to thoſe exceſſes chat 
look diaholical, and when they joyn_ 
hand in hind, *tis hard to know! 
whether of the two firſt made the”. 
* Motion, or proves the aþler Solli- | 
citorof their common cauſe of _ 1 
ut 
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X; the Hearr,:fays our Saviour: 
: +} , weeerevil 'Thomghts', | Matrders, 
ilk; b teries, | 8c. there they's are iob11- 
'Y 8 7 we,'? whoſoever, » begets © them. 
{And St. Pll;cim his Epiſtle tothe 
4 | Rowans, reſolves Fome of 'thofe 
is | black Crimes, -for which he brands . 
I the: heathen World into'the:Lyfts 
r- Þ of, therr own Hearts, and yet at The 
0 | fame time he hasgiven us tounder- 
y | fahd, biThat'rhe Prince of the fow- 

i | wof the: Air wrought rinall ſuch Chit 
ts Þ dre: of D:obedience.: And indeedgas 
- | the Doftrine: ob:Nivime - and cHy- 

mane Concurrence in the Progreſs 

q of: true Piety is:wvery. plan'ian] 

| #gible, intheScriptures, {oasthat 
we -are ſaid, for;mſtance, eto: be 
ſect and ſanTified by the Spirit. 'of 
diand yet arerequired do oleauſe 

bur ſelves from: all © filthineſs.:of \the 
Felb and. Sprriti; © SO-are: the ſame 
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is aſcribed. to Satan, and yet-the 
= takes it to himſelf : : Juſt asit 
of + Anamas his lying to the 

0 Oh that Satan put him on 

it, and yet that he conceived it in 
is Heart: | pe; 


NOW tho it he Cantetvſteh Y | 
Kcult: a5 we. have ſeen, to know |: 
yy true. Viiens of. _ _ | 


f} 


IL IT wales no {nal aſe and | 
concernment to: meet with ſome | 
Gtisfattion in the Matter ; for the | 
fad Experince, I believe, of many; 

ſpecially Hypocondriack Perſons] 
tells.-us,. (the darkneſs of whoſe I 
Hwnor is beſt fitted to receive | 
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th — Enemy _ Mob 
| o Ghrow theſe fiery Darti into our 
| | Hearts, and: thon to accuſe us of 
their burning within|us; to commit 
Rape upon our Spifits; and:then 
ay the Child at our Doors, where- 
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It 
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ofall the Powers inn] Fauloies of 
tender Minds; thattheyaare apbt0 
look: upon theinſelves asrejected 
| of God, deliveredup toSitan, and 
in ſuch; a deſperate and -forlorn 
Condition, that the violent Hand 
perhaps is: ſometimes thought of, 
i9 pat/a Period to the com: 
wretched Life : And therefore; 
Wop, it may be. > Uſe, 
| on-this Argument for the-'Support 
and Encouragement oftheſe unhap- 
I py Perſons; to point out ſuch: Cr;- 
terions and Characteriſtics, where- 
"WY | . 
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Þ Ran, "of ff Satan; as''we Þ- 
by may: ben T Ge rneafine 
diſtiogui iſhed 3 from” the \-gemine | 
Prodation of our own Minds: and | 
thoſe generally NE. by Diving ; 
ATR As ragh Fic 


\ſ"; THEY are:* ion "DM 


Thoughts;hotours; when.the'Ma. || 
ter of them furpaſſes the ſugneſtions| 


of our -natbral -Corription :'Te | 
Nature-her felf” unleſs tirn'd pet- 
fetly Diabolical, ſhrinks;and give. 
back at thoſe -  outragiouſly 'wickdll 
Motions, that paſs now ard tha 
in ſome Mens Minds, and thereto} 
' be ſure they are*the affaults of the] 
Devil upon them, to Vex, Diſquie! 
and Confiiſe their Spirits ; tho'le] 
chance:to prove unable 'to preval 
with. them. An evil Heart & tris, 
ce (FrGbgh its own nice 
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__ | « atrwoukd ſcare avs, 

444 | Perlons2Bat thatatfhonld:beables 

«i | Qt feif,; to terrifae 16 felt," to” Hill: 

| he Mmd with Horror; to ſtartle 

"a is us own Corruptions; and godire&- 

if | ty: contrary to-its:own-Aﬀettions; 

at. -Inclinations, and Reliictances ; bor. 

8 | ders too much upon acontradiCtiort 

«| -to be admitted. ::No Marr for in- 
ſtance; of himſelf;carbe ſtudious. 

a1 ef Life; _ yet at:; whe fame: time 
entertain OTiturnin | 

"| de ſes T he Sig ons chi ban | 
that: derive purely. from-our 'own 


[1 | 

el $; are all : ways more or leſs 
My agrecable to Nature} pleaſing; to 
il 

ef 

ty 


_ our: Aﬀections, -ind-fall'in ws. 
our own-Indlinations.:.- os 
4" T HE injeftions ofthe Devil 
ae diſcernable frem:the produdti- 
ons of "our. own. Hearts,. by 
| 4 the - 
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Satanical : 


kind: Theyars or of or | 
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| | | 76 c ven a by V Violence. 
| AND is Thooghtsofthiskind 
| , re thus fuddain-in their firſt at> 
tacks 'upon us, ſoare they obſerv- 
' ed generally to be very. pertina- 
Hos and obſtinate- itt! the conti- 

—_—_ of ghem'; which 1 15-4 © 
q IIE NG That they 
 procee rom 5 evlnuww@ - For 
ighly agrovable to the: innate 
his Temper; inceffantly 
| 10/alinin che Fore of our'' Souk 
withy ities: and anxieties -of 
Mind-about: his  fje&tions 4 even 
then whert he' ſees he 1s $ unable. to - 
_ it: The 


IV. AND laſt "Sign of his being | 
the Author of thefe Thoughits 
within us, is fromthe Effects: that 
generally. attend them. Our own 
G..4. Thoughts. 


ghts Delt TT natural 1jne N 
of - our .own Heats, .do.not-ſcare 
nor affright us, nor are follow | 
with-any extraordinary perturbati- | 
on of Mind-and Spirit: And there: | 
fore: when;: Men/:mect with. ſach 
Thoughts,-as are accompanied with | 
an Horror and- Dread upon their | 
Spirits, With, copfuſign. of-Mind, | 
altoniſhment of *its Powers, and. 
perhaps. with: equal Agonies and 
Convulfians-of Body ; there to. be 
ſure: the Devil-is the Sole Operator. 
Agreeable whereuntois that Obſer 
yation:of Antiquity, That they 
were : falſe Prophets, .and of Dix | 
bolical Inſpiration, who were atted | 
in a confuſed, perplexed, and di 
ſtrated manner: The principal : 
Teſt this, whereby: the Catholick 
Shriſtianswere wont to diſtinguiſh | 
an Enthufiaſtick Montaniſt from'a 
JOY pg ppb; as wo +] 


of = Fhooghes x T2 FE 


A : þ j: WG ſon 3 mw - Enſebins, where we: 
bind Mzltiades, an Eccleſiaſtick Aus - 
thor, Writing a whole Tract yporr - 
Epi SubjeR; ; and Afterins Urbanus 
ns | challenging them: all to produce | 
ith þ one ſingle Inſtance of a Pro- 
” | phet; under-either Old or New 
4 j: eſtament; acted after their: dark 
tz and impetubus manner. For the De- - 
1d 

be 

IT. 

F 

y 


'vil dealt violently with his Enthu- - 
"faſts, confusd'and oppreſsd their 
Underſtandings, diſtortedand con» | 
yulsd their Bodily Organs; and in 
| ſhort, put them like the anha 
- Perſons we now ſpeak of, into 
il moſt terrible: Agonies of Soul and 
" | Body.Pzthia herſelf never mounted. 
| the Tries but with:Horror, where 
' | ſhe fom'd, rav'd and tore her Hairs 
| 8 likea Drunken ora Frantick Perſon, 
whilſt the Prophetick Fit laſted on 
her: And this I was the more will- - 
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ing, by the by, to take notice : 
rrp ens ierur or a| : 
violent agitatzon of Body, ob» 
ſervable. amongſt a Company of 
poor beſotted, if not ſometimes | 
Poſſcſſed Seftaries amongft- our 
—_— agree ſo exatly with: the 

\{criptions Antiquity "parkeftm 
of thoſt Children of Diſobedience 
the Devil wrongfit: in the; that 
one may very well' be tempted ro 
conclude, He repeats the Experi- 
ment ' now and then upon . tticſe 
Mentoo. 


COME we now in the Fourth 
place to confider:how far theſe hor- 
nid and amazing Thoughts affet 
our main State, and'touch-oar Sal- 
vation; an Argument fomuch the Þ 
more neceſſary; by how much 'tis 
an undoubted: Stratagem- of. the 
Devil to-urge the incurſion of ſuch 
Thoughts upon thefe unhappy Ap '' 

ONS. } 
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E - ; Th ev 1 TJ 
| ſons, Is _— we Deſpair and evi- 
| dent Argument” of their Reproba- 

ot ; and here it 1$to-be © eryed. 


1. THAT it 1s not alto cher; in 
{- Power to povere (habTE Hb os 
ey-are not abſolntdy fnbjet to  , 
 otr Dominion : For the Heart of . X 
| ts 19 2s is Os Ron, 
otigh which ' Paſſengers 
od and bad will takerheir way, 
withou! axing leave of us: Or; if. 
you will take it under the Notion | 
of a Publick Houſe; whick is open 
to all Comets, not ofly tothe f- 
| ber©but to lewd: and debanch'd - 
oy ang whoſe wild Roarings, 
and Hijzzg's-. will ſtrike - © 
our Ears, and we- cannot-help it. 
For we can no more: prevent; Our -- 
1 Apprehenfions of Things;than 
und and open Eye. cant prevent : 
its ſeeing ; and the one 15nomore 
"Ins by 2 vicious Objett- yu ; 
| tne: . 
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the —_— oe therefore to be ſure. E 
God will. never condemn /us for 

' What we cannot help nor hinder, bp 

For. 


2, IT canneyer Fo Sin to us, be. | 1 
= unavoidable, [to be ſubje & to. [ 
the Inroads of theſe black. blaſphe. j 
mous Thoughts upon our Minds ;- | 
no.more than 'tis Sin in us to. be |. 
liable to the .Affaults of any other. | 
Temptation: What worſe..is a ſober 
Perſon for being tempted only to 
exceſs of Drinking, or a chaſte Vir- 
gin to Incontinence? Our Lord him- | 
ſelf was tempted to commit the moſt / 

groſs and abominable Idolatry, and: 
ol notwithſtanding that,wasas free | 
from Sin-in has Thoughts, as from. 
Guile in. his Mouth ; becauſe he-. 
reliſted the Te mptation,and baffled. 
the La, ; 'We Sin only then 
when we baſely give way and com- | 
ÞY with him. The Law. of Moſes. | 
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te | excusd a Virgin that was forced.in 
or | the Ficld (far from hearing :) *For 
r | a when a Mar -riſeth againſt his 
[5 Reichbow and ſlayeth him, even ſo is 
this matter. SO when the Devil com- 
mits. a Rape upon: our Souls. by 
Atheiſtical, , Blaſphemous, or any 
other Horrid Inje&ions; if we cry 
| out for Help, abhor. the baſe Sug- 
geſtions in our Judgment, our Will 
and AﬀeCtions; great is our Vidory, 
and greater ſhall be our Crown and 
Glory : Guilt is our Portion. only 
then when we - embrace the bold 
Raviſher of our . Hearts,” and kiſs 
and hug the Production of ſonion- 
| ftrous a Coalition. He were highly * 
$ Criminal, who in a befieged Town 
ſhould wilfully {et his own. Houſe 
on Fire ; but a Man certainly. is 
'F not reſponſible for the Fire-balls 
{ and Bombs that are thrown in by 
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the Enemy ; all he cart; and conſe. F 
bup-— ot bond to do, is, touſe. 
Diltgence to extingnriſh ths | 
Fire enkindled thettr: Andthus. 
it is with theſe Thoughts we { 
of: If we make*them out of the. 
Ammmnition of our own Hearts, 
we are accountable for them ; but 
if the Devil, who lays Siege: tous, 
throw them i in, we are TO farther - 
concern'd, than to take the beſt. 
Cate we cant to - ut them out, t0. 
ſfappreſsand hinder their: ſpreading; 
For rf which is from within only 
defiles « Mar, not that which is '| 
thrown in from without : If #e 
are purely paffve inthe matter,and 
_ an with the Devil's Suggeſti- | 
ong they are his Thoughts, | 
let- _— Sk Thien: they are none 
of ours, we have nothing to do 1 
with them. 


TIE. IT would beocile that 
theſe: 
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/ d theſe - frightful Thonghts derive 
many times more from ill Habits of 
1 ody than of Mind, more” *Fom 
or blood and bad: "Spleen, than 
from Indiſpoſition of Soul and fal(- 
F neſs of Heart. Melarcboly, whether 
acquired by Sickneſs, 
1 es, Aﬀflictions, &c. (and fach 
Perſons are moſt infeſted with theſe 
horrid Thoughts ) is of it ſelf apt 
to fill: Mens > Hlowls with infmite 
| Crotchets, the blackeſt Conceits, 
and ſaddeſt Surmiſcs : It creates the - 
\patrgget of Apparitions, Mormoes 
res, TG then inchnes the 
poor chaded Man to take them for 
ies. Whilſt, alas} his: Malady 
Is generally better cured by good 
_ Air, Dyet, and Chalybeats,; then by 
all the Recipes of Divinity : And 
then what reaſon has*a- Manto be 
troubled in Mind, or dejedted in 
Spirit, more for this than any other 
— Diſtemper 2 Why is poor Blood 
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and a melancholy Diſpoſition nF 9 
ſarer; Mark of the Divine Diſpleas IB? 
ſure,Than the Burnings of-a rel 
or the Shiverings of an Ague ?- 


IV IT may be added, for the 1 
” ort and. Encouragement of | 
le dejedted Spirits, That their } 
Malady 1s rarely” incident but to || 
Religions Diſpoſitions ' and, Pious | 
Minds, that ive under a tender 
Senſe of their Duty, andan awful 
Dread of the Divine Difpleaſirs 
Were they in thoſe Bonds of Iniqui> 
ty, and that-State of Reprobation 
they figure to themſelves 4 they 
would never be ſo happy as to ex- 
þ dag imentany of theſe - more: Con- 
in their Boſoms Now t:-reo hos 
pingues (aid Ceſar.of Dolobella and. 
his roaring Crew, but ſober Bra- 
ens and Caſſius ſtuck in his Stomack? 
The Devil, like him, never troubles | 
. his Head with your ſupine ynwary | 
Sit. - | 


Yeac Lo with att onfnd wicked Pro- 
et "0 advance! the Intereſts:of 
Kingdom;For he might chancs 
br jog them; out, of their Sleep of 

Sin;'and awaken: them to:Repen- 
tance,and ſ0: out-wit himſelEſhould 
4 fright th them by theſe tertibledn- - 
&&ions: Andaberefare if *Ephrainl 
 1joined. to 1dols,. if Men, are deep- 
hy ed in notorious \Sins3he 
ſays, : like God, /e# hize-alone. 

for why - ſhould. the Prince:'of 
Fx be :thought ' ſo; weak 2 

Stateſman, \as; to make War upon 

thoſe who have already ſubmitted 
to his Government, and ſworn 
e to-him?2: But then he-uſes 

all the Black- Art .of | his Infernal 
Suggeſtions, toſto p,and vex, or diſ- 
wet the Religious Man. in his holy 
Gar: "Fwas ri pls Jab that 
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by pL FU S- mahcaffiies Secoh | 
*: ;Partof our'Subjett, the Des 
tobts,” Failures, -and'Infirmities ins 
cident-to:Our- *Fhonghts.--We are 
now arriv'd at the Fbird.and Laſh, | : 
which 38 to. preſcribe ſome :Rules | 
for--the Government: and. Manage | 
of them.) ahemyng L- will comes | 
- your todo. 


+413 
WIT H Relation io purinin | 
eHorrid-Thoug hts we haye' 
hu now. Freated ofs”: 4 
Tk WI T H Relative + fine 
ua, Infirmities of Ng 
119! gious Dares. - | 


NI. AND Lafth,. 1 ſhall wy 
down ſuch Rules as COncern. the 
Government of. our Thoughts in: 
general. ro 
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how we ate to: behave-'6urHelves : 
— *Relatio”t&'thee 
d Thoughts we have = 0 7 


"FT THERE is acatha ihe | 


made; but that Prayer; which is 


fo proper'-a Means:to the attain- 
ment 'of : every 'good' and" perfect 


Gift, and fo\powerful an Attwlet a- 
gainſtall the Evils we labour rvinders; 
will beof ſpecial Uſe 1 an the Caſe 


-before us; anyamong yott yore afftiGed, 
ſays St. James} Tet him TT; i And 
What greater Affliction, *and con- 
*ſequently.: more! preſling'4 "Qccafion 


"to Prayer, 'thaty thoſe” exities 
* of Mind we ſpeak of ? ''For wheti 


can |it be more opportune to call/in 
the-Aid of Heaven, thin-when we 
are thus immediately Afaulted by 
Higll ? What fitter to Ms theſe 


* fiery 
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: Ihe way I- i he. came, 25 
'| [ke EX to thoſe, who have faf- 
much in themſelves, for 
aronly of boring Offtended org: 


NN in this Caſe, is to per Ir 
deneſs and ſolitary Retirements: 
| &-muſt indeed be own'd 3 an i oF - 
jon, that Solitude is "TY 
helpto Elevation of Mind, | 
ation of Thought, Rog 
of Spirit, and-conſequently. to tt 
[5 Devotion; - which might 
the Reaſon, I preſume,; why 
our Lord himfelf,. on this occaliqn, 
816d ſometimes even the Darkneſs 
of the Night to the Retirement of 
| the ' Mountains... But, yet, in this 
| Ge, when the . Mind, left to it- 
ſelf, is apt continually to dwell upon 
one's-own ſuppoſed deſperate Con- | 
dition, | and be perpetually haunted | 
with the Ghoſts it has conjured WP 


3 anſwer ty Pe, TYP? 


1s tar” more PET ITS to repai 
| Ev City than” to the-Deſgrt, -and | 
iy bele's Se rea 
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7 "anGthes - 
it; bot-in Priv muſt |! 
and upon HisOwn ' bottom, "ani | 
be in'Toie meaſire 1elf Cuicie 
to! Encounter ? with the Te Ipter® 
and -that in Circuniſta 
vantagious to his Deſign op66408 
For'the Temptations of SoBtidt 
ate,” I: verily believe/ more dang 
fois than thoſe to'be met - ki” 
6 the Stage 'of/AQi6Hh'; becauſe 
lays us more eſpecially open tothe 
Afauilts of the Tempter: For whith 
Reafon 'tis Rationally preſumed 
made choice of the'Wildernels, 
J when he encountred with our Lord | 
A and Saviour; and both Reaſon; 
A ahd the Experience of ſeveral; of | 
Ienatins | 
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parc we famous 
2r of the I Order, and 
| a c neinftance of this Fruth, af- 
F resus, That they who give them- 
ves much up to Solitude, are 1n- 
| | rſs obnoxious to Satanical N- 
afons': : If therefore we would di- 
vert and break the Force of theſe 
frightful Thoughts and Suggelti- 
ons; we would do well to keep our 
Minds imploy'd, either is 1nno- 
cent and agreeable Converſation; or 
when out of that, ; in our own and 
proper Imployments; for Idleneſs 
is a ſort of Solitude of the Mind, 
even in Places of the greateſt Con- 
courſe, and gives the Devil asgreat 
an Adva e againſt us, as the o- 
| ther Solitude of the Deſart or the 
Cloiſter. | 


WH, *'TIS adviſed by Divines in 
theſe Caſes, rather to ſlight than 
to ſtruggle and conteſt with the 

H Tempter ; 
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or _enter-into Parley with. him-s F* 
bout one's Condition; (for the Cons | F 
flik will gall and chate our-Minds | & 
. themore), but,- as far as we are able; | 
to let his Helliſh Injections go ag 
they come,. and be no more cons | 
cerned for his Blaſpheming within 
us, than for the Curſes and Impre- 
cations-of any other lewd Compa- 
ny, that we cannot get rid of. For 
Oppoſition does but perpetuate the 
Fray, and make the Battel the hot- 
ter: A wild Beaſt, if you violent-. 
ly ſtop its Paſſage, may chance to 
run over you; let it alone, 'twill 
go the gentler by you : The way 
then in this Caſe is, not to reſ#ſtthe 
Devil, otherwiſe than by Prayer; 
but to let him ſpend his Fury, and 
bear his Shocks with a ſevere Con- 
tempt of them, with a refolv'd Firm- 
neſs of Mind, .and Sedateneſs of 
Temper, till his Force diflipates and 
waſtes away of it (elf. IV::; 


Tempter; not to argue the Caſe, Þ; 
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| {2 1v. AN D Lift, A conſtant 
[Proſecution of one's Daty, howſo- 


ver irk{ome and uncomfortable by 


[2 appear.z wall certainly 1n time 
give the Mind Eaſe, and (et -it 


at - - Liberty from. theſe Hell:h 


| Thoughts : : The Clouds that dark- 


e the Mind now, will' by Perſe- 
verance an Duty. be Gacaceded by a 
perfet Day, a Day of Glory and 


Eternal Brightneſs. For God will 


Judge no Man for what-he cannot 


help nor hinder, but will certainly 


Reward him who does him mY 
beſt Service he is able, and- + is 

grieved only hecan do him no fa 
ter, "For tis true-1n this Caſe too, 
that if there be willing . Mind, it 
i accepted according to what a Mar 
has, and not according to what he 
has not, | 
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SECT. 2: 


JROCEED we now to * 
'- Conſiderations as may be pro- 
per to Govern and Fix- 
— during our Arrendans | 

cligions Duties. - 4 


Ka here we _ mote 
r ly commence this nnpor- 
ae Work, than by the fame mes | - 
ſure we at firſt preſcrib'd on the liſt | * 
Part of this Subject; that is, Al ; 
Addreſſing to God for his Aid and || 
Aſſiſtance in the matter, that wo | ; 
only the Words of our Month, bu 
the Meditations of our Heart, (che b. 
cially in our immediate Approa ; 
to Him) may be alwa s acceptablem } 
the fight of the Lord our God, ana] 
our Redeemer. For Prayer it ſal 
will facilitate that Application off 
Mind which is necellary to a L. 
az. 
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Y | rrorman ——— in —" 
| Ferides che Heart, fibtimures the 
© | $pirit and exatts it aboveits natural 
+4 | Ritchand LevekFor by often return- 
DTT CI 
our. Commerce with Heaven, 
we ſhake off ur Criminal Diſpoſi- 
| tions; and whatwas at-firſt irkſom 
ind weariſomneſs to the-Fleſh ; be- 
gomes at length an calieand a plea- 
arable Exerciſe. - : He will never 
table to. arrive to any tolerable 
\Degree of Perfection inany Attain- 
ment, whoſe Deſires do- not firſt 
Grry him on towards it with ſame 
Prayer is nothing but putting ur 
- Defires/ into. Suit. . 'He- is certainly 
. #very Temerarious Perſon, FI 
- commencesany Ul | 
| out Invoking firſt the-Divine Fa- 
- your and Affiſtance : . 'The only 
proper: Foundation-Stone whereon 
TIE Pn; = 
4 | K 2. ny 
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government FF 
ny of our > Enccyois, and judged Þ 
as ficheven by the Heathen Word | 
it ſelf, who generally commenc's | 
their Works with Apprecation-of | 
good Succeſs” :from the great Aus | 
thor of it. C#ſarbeing toenter the 
- Senate, Sacrifis d-firſt, and Prayer 
among them'was a conſtant Atteni. 
danceuponthat Performance; and 
Appian particularly ſpeaks: of that. 
ACt; not as of an extraordinary, but 
as: of -a cuſtomary” thing Andif | 
this piece-of''Homage be ſo highly 
our Duty inenterpriſing things'thay 
donot, may ſay; ſo nearly regard 
him ; -howi:much more wilt-it be 
fom our Endeavours toattam that. 
Grace / which/ "flows dire&tly fro. 
him; ifimiediately concerns his Hos 
our; and-is terminated in him;; as. 
its final and onely Proper: ON, h. | 
7 $5 
oY ANOTHER proper. Rog J 
mody for the Government of: our 
Thou hey 
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lf : Thought in Religious 1 Duties, 1S 
to qualifie and prepare our Hearts 
tefore-hand for the Performance : 
To diſchargeiall Thoughts of the 
"World for. that time, from their - 
Attendance, | to require them to 
| ſand 'by, to! tarry here or there; 
| whilſt we go and pray yonder. Tis 
true indeed, that the Loins of a- 
Mira, throughly principled with 
4 the Love .and Fear: of the Divine 
; Majeſty, 'are alwaysready girt about 
fort e.Sacrifice ; ſuch-Perſons liv- 
p under a conſtant Senſe and. Pra-. 
ice of it: Butwe addreſs not here 
; tothe whole, whothave. no. need 
'of a Spiritual Phyſician/, -but_ to 
thoſe who are- ſick of their Duty ; 
mn TR to! nd with Ten _ 
| oreign a rl 

with the Pnages pr; ok a Pur- 
'$ chace, a Family; a Trade,. a Ball; 
| a Conſort of Muſick,- or perhaps; 
"8 laſt. —_ Debauch about therh : 
H 4 To, 
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F 152 The Government 
| To theſe one would preſcribe ſome. 
proper ory Phylick, ſome ſeque- Þ 
aging Objeds, before they enter | 
pam. Converling with God, and | * 
reſponding with Heaven ; leſt 
- Thoughts that poſed then 
this Hour or-this Day, keep their 
haunt the'\next, and marr the Per- 
formance. We are not wont to 
pH Taſrncs of. 2 Prince 


to pals, that iro ina preſume 
Addreſs the Living God @ famils 
any and ſo rudely? * thos. 
Prayeſt, ſays the wiſe Son of Syach, | 
prepare thy ff, and be wot as on 
that tenpteth the Lord, 3. e. T con- | 
cpive, to be angry with ther, and | 
to Curſe cathiy than ES ty l 
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'F "Tos one of the good things foand: 
£ "in ehoſhaphat, *'that'be Lad Woe 
red bas Heart to ſeek God: And 
| Fan pretends to good Muſick; het 
- fore he has put his Inftrument in- 
Tune: When our Hearts are fixed; 
: © God, when oxr Hearts are fixtd, 
_then' ſhall Poe bo tes Song ' and' y 
Praiſe: 'N by Preparation ere, 
I do not wow thoſe! ſiccint Ap- 
plications we are'wontto make . to- 
. God upon our entering on his Ser. 
vice in Houſes ſet apart to that pur 
> but the revolving: n- or 


' Minds fich Previous Refl IONS" 2s. 
theſe. MAES. 


1) To THE Weight add; Impor- 
tance of - the- Pa we- are about, 
which is the only proper Convey- 
ancer-of the Divine Bleſſings, and 
thatby Divine Appeittment ; 'and 
Bot no leſs Col PE" to us, 
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ry nie Spply of « our. 7 Wan both Þþ 
ritual, 'and\ 'Femporalz: the-Pro-. Þ 
miſes of. this Life;,. andiof © thit | 
which is tocome: Tis, mwaWord; | 
a Tranſattion whereon depends the | 
Chireed, of: Life and Death, and |. 
what -3s. more; of Eternal. Eife, 
and EternalDeath: And wilt aMan 
ſlubber.pverſuch a Buſineſs as this, 
will he, Plead-his'Cauſe-ſo ſupine- 
Ft axithe As againſthimy 
he an:Efate as.the 

AN Inheritancedependsup- 


98 the Hue of the Tryal? Moſes It 


exhorts the;Fems; to hearken' unto 
the Words of the Law ; becauſe, 


7 ww 4a 


days he, [7 & # go#r Life. ' Prayers. | 
3nd Prailes-are the Spiritual Life-of 

2 Chrifhian,, and therefore:when a- | 
iny, foreign. Thoughts: aſlail It, - ei- 
xher - by. force-or fraud; we "maſt 
take. up Nebamiah s Anſwer to, Is 4 
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* Enemies, doing agreat Work, 


5 


fo) that I cannot - come down, why 


| ould: the work, ceaſe whilſt T leave. 


| # ard come down to you 2- 


IL A* PREPARATORY | will” 
be beſt placed upon+the 'dread Ma- 

. Jelty of him we addreſs to, and his 
- more immediate Preſence in Places 
{ct apart for his Service for God 
himſelf alledges: the greatneſs 'of 
_ his Majeſty,-tocaution'Men againſt 
. offering -himany*mean*and- con- 
temptible Sacrifices : + Curſed be ths 
Decerver, Tayshe, - which hath in his 


- flocka Mile, and Ioweth and Sacri- 


ficeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing + 


| | For Iam a Great King, ſays the Lord 


among the Heathen. And the wiſe 
Man- urgeth the diſtance betwixt 


the Great Creator and his Creatures; 


ow 


| * Nehim.. 6. 3. T Malac. 1. os af 
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gument of that Sobricty and | 
cactnel: of Urtterance and ARR s 
on tat: becones his Preſence : Be | 
not raſh with thy Mouth, ſays he, and | 
let not thine Heart. be "i ty to witer | 
any thing befare God - God irim | _ 
Teaven, ard thou upon Earth. 


AY, -*tis certainly the. want of a 
due Conſideration of the : terrible 
Name of the Great ond ovicg God, 

whos infitely exalted above our 
moſt elevated Conceptions of him; 
that makes us ſooften preſent bis 
with the Sacrifice of Fools, that 
 Excors Sactificeune, which the Hea- 
then World look'd upon as {o Pro- 
__ thing. It requires indeed, 
us, w ke. and Philoſophical, | 
the Portion of but a few, to take 
in a full draught of Contemplati- 
. onofthe Greatand Inviſible Being ; |. 
and tho' it muſt be own'd, that the 'F 
molt refined Capacity cannot bow 
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"and _— up a dark and bro- 
ken Underſtandingzit beinga ſort of 
endeavour to look Godin the Face, 

which no Man can do and Live) 
2 | yethehas not left us without Wit- 
> | neſles of his Majeſty, in the con- 
| wvalfion of the'Mountain, and the 


1a a his in his Works, of ag the 


Wee of o_ Hs, &c. Ts 
4 þ figh and amazing Accounts. 


Scriptures giveus,. of the TranſaQti- 

ons ar: the laſt Day, .&c. And cer- 

| tainly did webutendeavour topoſ- 

"3 ſe our Souls with tolerable Con- 
 Ceptions, of this Great and ae 
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Ft ices we have of him, - We wecould 1 1 


1 Fd eoleridle care, How; "ain what we. 


tay; when- we are ſpeaking-unts 
God: Forthe Angels themſelvesthe. | 
Ten thoufhd times 'ten thouſand. 
that ſtarid before him, donot more 
tryly'miniſter in hisPreſence, than. | 
kt er in our Addrefſes to him, |' 
And Oh !"that we-had but aglimps | 
of. hitt'that 'is Inviſible, that the 
God: of Heaven woitld but irradi- 
ate our dark Capacity, with ſome 
| Beam of-his Majeſty : With whit 
| | Reverence; 'what”Fear and Trem-- 
bling; ſhould wecome before him! 
And this more. eſpecially in Places 
Conſecrated and: y apart for the 
nt of ' our Hottiage to hum, 
where-he-vouchſafes his more in . 


Tnediate and more ſpecal Preſence.” | 


Not indeed after any groſs and lo+ | 
_— -anner,: as- the Gentiles con» | 
ceivd.. 


14 [ther Temples;i in which Senſe it: is 
ie” | ſaid of the. moſt \ High, that * he 
© | dwebleth nottin. Temples made with 
S | Hands: But by. the Retinue! of bis 
Ee. An els, which grve theirmore'im- 
mediate Attendance there, ;as-in 
their Maſter's Houſe, by his Word 
| andSacraments, and-by his peculi- 
ax. xeadine(s to-Hear,,and Bleſs thafe 
Jeyoully- call upon. lris. Name 
_for;-which Reaſon;-.as-one 


Ard; was call'd 7V\0, YR che 


mering together; AS 1s. commonly 


Vppots: 'd, -when.; ef nflate.it, 
abernacle of 1 the Kg bat 
- f God's meeting there with Men, 
- his poor humble Supplicants : For 

rl oh himſelf gives.the Reafon. of 
| th Name: " theo ſhalt, lay thene 


a7, 7. Fane; 20, $36 [Nwk 274 4" 


Xt | E aiv'd of their ons Dena "Y 


* oblernts, the - Tabernacle!of - 


ap, 
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acle:of Meeting, notof Mens . - 


Solomon is hots" 3 er 
co in ble hol Places - Sare the 
God, theſe are (oe oſs o 


we | Face" "Bui can any Man” in his 

% | wits but think, that the great God, 

7 to whomthe profoundelt Homage 

1 of the Soul is due ; 1s mach more 

@ | affronted than he is honoured, by 

the dull ſpiritleſs nuttering a few 

| Nofters, or any other Pray- 

: 3: by bare tefling over, asthe 

manner of ſome is, and” ſtringing 

" up their Petitions? We durſt not 

mock our Prince to'his Face, 

we would hardly do itt our ©. 

2: And whence then 15 it, but 

Hearts with-dne Congo his 

Awful and Majeſtick Preſence 'im 

_ his own Houſe, that we makethus 
bold with our Maker ? 


3. IT might be a proper pre- 


EY election, to conhider the 
SIESITL  Fraits 
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TE 2 The Gorenment 2 
Fruits: and - | 
- proaching. God in ye and <-2| « 
incogitant'a Mannet5'T ſhall not go | 
about to ſhew at. large, how ſbvere || t 
God: has formerly; beeni- upon all | 
Diſorders and J niet com. || 
, mitted about: :holy Diangs and Du- 
F _ ties 5: as in the Caſe of ' 12 Aaror's 
 * Sons;:of Uzzah; of the Beth 
»  . ſbemites 5\and of the Church of 4 


Corinth; nor:how he threatn'd that þ- 
for thi >} ery thing! becauſe his | 
People:;© ew ear; to- him- with Vi 
their- \Laticss but had removed: their | 
Heart fari: from bins, he would | 
bherefore:i proceed to: do i a 'marvels | 
ous Work-' among: them; even \t 
vdarvellons: Work: and a Wonder.s 
mg To F leſs. _ ” _ 
the ont: of the Wiſe, an 
the Undefndn -, the. m_——_ 


wy Lev. 67; 2, > fam. ag! « © 1 Satti, 6... 
1,7 4 12-Cor.' 11. 30. Ja. 26:8, 14- 
ck | Men 
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DB fav: inſiſt on hes Conſiderations 


for neglects of this kind 1 eſpecially Y. 
"to change. them from Tempo _ 
'-to nm -which; tho! th the 


ite; For work + unfanftified _ 
dis oaches to him z' yet | he '{mites 
| them with Dtadneſs;” with  Cold- 
© neſs and Indifferency-in- the:'caufe 
of Religion, ſuffers them to:grow 
liftefs, reaſty; and aukward at their 


at-long run into open Atheiſmand 
 Fnophaneneſs. -:For;' we certainly 
| loſe: ground \by-ievery- ſpiritleſs 
7 Erayer, Wwe. advance, grow." from 


bad 


Devotions, and ten to one to lapſe- 


WE 


: Moe Es + 


Fs Then Catoramene 


| bad to wal, from worſe to fark 0 
very ſuch fx rug _ Fo 
jeves the _ cloggs Ton 
CIENCE, s the Heart, and 
gives the Devil an occafion to draw 
us off from our Neutrality, and to 
make-us at laſt declare for his Par- 
; wir Whence it is not improbable, | 
when we have once contrad 
, ed ſcha vicious habit and Grafts of 
| Soul in Devotions he himſelf ma- 
ny times ſends us to our Prayers, 
that he tay add'to. our Diſeaſe, 
and ttrn the beſt Antidote we have | 
againſt him into fo mach 
Poiſon to our ſelves. And therefore 
we would do well to feaſon and 
_ prepare our Hearts: before hand, | 
with theſe, and the like Confides 
tations, that by a juſt Reflection | 
the Importance of the Duty, 
> Supreme Majeſty to whom: we | 


pay it, and the fatal | Conſequences 
7.54 0 
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ofa "mop =. 1 
is we may attend wo the Lord © 
vikow Diftradion. 


T1. ANOTHER proper means, 
' to fix our Thoughts in the Service -— 
of God, is to Love him with all 
-our Hearts, with all the Powers 
and Capacities of our Souls: Did 
we Deliobs bt to have our Converſa- 
tion with Him, our Hearts would 
keep our Minds- cloſe to their 
Work, and not ſuffer them to lo- 
- ter or td ramble; for our Aﬀedti- 
' ons have an immediate Influence - 
upon. our Thoughts, and- our 
Hearts generally ſet our Mind the 
Theme of its Contemplations. 
Love particularly is a commanding 
and Imperial Paſſion, that bids us 
£0, and we goz come, and we . 
come; do this, and-wo doit; a 
Paſſion that ingroſſes all our Pow- 
ers, binds us faſt to, and runs our 
Thoughts, 
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T-houghts'ſo deep into. its Obxts 
that'we have neither Leiſure, no# 
Patience, hardly.Power, to attend 
to any others. O how I lowe thy 
Law! ſays holy David, and then 
it follows,, both '1n him, and: in 
the nature of the thing, * zt zs ay 
Meditation all the Day : And the 
firſt part of his Character of a good: 
Man is, that his Delight. 7s 7. the 
. Law of the Lord; .and the ſecond 
1s the natural Reſult of the firſt; 
that Þ: in his Law doth he. meditate || 1 
Day and: Night. For a Man cannot 
but pore bak muſe on the thing he | 
_ delights:in:- And therefore were | 
our Hearts raviſhed with the Love |. 
of God; from juſt and retired Re- | 
fletions upon the henefits of Crea- 
tion, ' Pearextion; Redemption , 
and the Glory that. hereafter ſhall 
be Revealed ; did we but kindle 
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this 
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£ thi holy? Fr in us by Ro 


iderations of Ins Patience;For- 


' giveneſs,” Forbearance, the Abyſs 
| of his Love, and the: great depths 
| of his infinite Beneficence x ; things 
| that muſt needs. render the Deity 
amiable and lovely to us in our 
| Conceptians of him: All our Mo- 
tions would tend Heaven-wards, 


when once invigorated with Im- 
preflions from that Cceleſtial Fire: 


We ſhould not be. at leiſure to 'ad- 


mit any Rival: of God in our 


Thoughts, and to attend to thoſe 


little idle 'Toys* and Fancies,' that 
have the impudence - to ſtep irito 


_ our Cloſets, and diſtract us. 


IV. MEDITATION 15 ano-. 
ther proper Remedy of the wan- 


dering of our Thoughts in Prayer. 


The Hill of Meditation is indeed of 


4 difficult but yet of noble Aſcent, that 


lifts us up fo far above our natural 
| Level; 
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Level 3: that we look down upon f 4 
the World, andall its Enjoymentg, |, 
which fo frequently. interrupt our | , 
_ Devotions; asa very little Thing, | 6 
'Tis an Heroxk and abſtrafted Ope- | j; 
ration of the Soul, that lets us into | 
the very ſecrets of the. Objet we 
Contemphte ;- that makes every || 
Day. freth Diſcoveries, and gives us | ;, 
of things otherwiſe invifible: The 
Feleſcope of the Mind, whereby 
 wedeſcry new Worlds, « ew Hee 
vert and a new Earth, the Terra in- 
cogn;ta of Nature and Grace ; and 
ſee things at immenſe diſtance from 
us : It opens tous the Scene of Pa- 
_ radife it ſelf, makes a ſort of indif- 
tance betwixt God and our own . 
Souls, takes ns out, or leaſt, makes 
us forget that we are Fleſh, fills our 
Head with thoſe elevated Concepy | ( 
tions, and warms onr-Heart with | 
thoſe. Raviſhments of Joy that we | ; 
: Is can , 
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Fan feel indeed, but: cannot utter 

For expreſs them. And he who has 

never yet been experimentally ſen- 

{ble of this Truth, never yet right- 

Fly enjoy'd either God, or himſelE, 
has the' moſt exquiſite Pleaſure of 

| this Life yet to come, and wants _ 
the preparatory Fore-taſte of theEn- 4 

| joyments of the other. Meditation, © 

ma word, 1 mean where: God is 

the Obje&, both quickens and fixes 

our Devotion, which embraces not 

its Objeft but in proportion as Me- 

ditation, gives it Entrance * 


5 V. AND Laſtly Solitude gives 
' | a mighty fixation of Thought, in 
| private, and Religious Aſſemblies. 
| inpublick Devotion ; for a Retreat 
| | naturally tends to Recollection of 
| the Spirit and Communion witly 
| | God: It helps to center all the Ema- 
+4 nations of our Souls upon him, and 
| gives us more pure and perfect Prof- 
(| _ Þs. Pets 2s 
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47 170 The Government 
| Fun fn _—_ has > 
pray ys he, who taught” us to | © 
| mo, enter into thy Clejer, not only | + 
to: avoids that vain Pomp: and: Pa. Þ 
rade,  which/the Phariſaick-Vota: 
nesſomuch Aﬀedcted ; but:no:doubt 
. to better the Performance, by with- 
drawing, as much as may be, from 
thoſe Impreſſions of worldly Ob- 
jeds, that are wont fo fatally toper- 
ſecute and diſtratt us. Any. thing 
. that requires: application of Mind 
carries the neceflity of Retirement 
along with it: How much more that 
Performance, to the full diſcharge } 
whereof the utmoſt Stretch of our | 
Humane Capacities 1s inadequate: 
All which is' by no means to be 
underſtood-in-prejudice to the Pub- 
lick Prayers of Religious Aſſemblies; 
where the regular Gravity and De: 
_ corum of the' Worſhip, the united 
Zeal and Devotion of the Worſhip= 


Pers, the Sacrednels of the wy | 
that } 
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68 | tharirexd, the Importance of the 

I Duty, the- Dreadfulneſs'- of ' the 

| Place; Oe. all conſpire to wing/the 

F *Devout Soul-with Divine - Eleva- 

- tions, ' to. fix-it Upon God, and 

' give it a Solitude i In as (don Con 
| Peas c 


kan 


AND thus much- for thoſe 
'Remedics that maybe roper / to 
+ cure the'Diſtraction ani Flatnefof 
our Thoughts i in EY $ berview® 


SECE: 2. 


E are now -arrived at the 

laſt diviſion of our Subject, 

whictr is to dire&'to ſuch Means, 
as may . be proper for the govern- 
; | ment of our Thoughts in general, 
'| + e. on whatſoever Subject they 
| are exerciſed. 
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" 172 TheGovernmenc "F 
Catholicon of Prayer we have already. 
mentioned,that which being aSove-, | - 
raign andUniverſal Remedy againſt Þ - 
all,the Evils we labour under, muſt | 
conſequently be of 'excellent Uſe - 
againſt the Exorbitancies of our 

Thoughts ; I would advife, in the 


'L. PLACE, to open the Scene 
of the Day with goodand ſavoury. ' 
Thoughts *in the Morning: To 
make the ſtrength and firſt born of 
our Conceptions every Day holy 

' tothe Lords when 1 awake lays holy 
Dawid, I am preſent with thee ; God © 
ever took place in his Thoughts, 
and was the earlieſt Theme of his 
Meditations. For i the Morning ſays 
he in another place, [will dire my 
prayer unto thee, and will look up: We 
mult like him, if we would, with 
him, learn to hate vain Thoughts; 

_ conſecrate our moſt ſprightly and 
ſparkling Meditations to him, who. : 

Het grveth | 
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Woes his beloved ſleep, and yet him- 
* | felf ether ſlumbers nor ſleeps. For 
"there is no doubt to be made, but 
"that a Mind well: ſeaſoned and 


tindtured with good Thoughts 
in the Morning,will, with ordinary 
care ,retain its Smack and Fragrancy 
all the Day ; but if we: let the 


world or the Devel 1n firſt, 'tis 
-great odds but they k 


cep poſſefiion 
all the Day, come hon too, and. 


go to Bed with us in the Evening. 


IL. SINCE ſo much of the vani> 


_ the Imagination, as we have ſeen 
' before at large ; it -will be highly 


proper to reſtrain that extravagant 


4. Power within its due bounds.” to 


confine it home, and not ſuffer it 
to ruf ont, ramble and gad fo far 
abroad amongſt variety of Objedts, 


\ thatwe cannot at-our pleafure- call 


it back again 3 totake care however 
I 3. that. 
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exaggerations of them, to draw 
out our Thohbghts in the dance af+ 
ter 1t: But that we learn judici- 
ouſly to diſtinguiſh betwixt the in- 
trinſick value of things, and the ex- 
travagant Repreſentations of a lying 


--JIL SINCE our Minds receive 


the Ideas and Images of moſtThings 


originally from our Senſes ; ſince 
it is by theſe avenues that outward 
Dbjecs make: their way to our 
Hearts; .our Earsbeing, as 1t -were 
the Gates by which the Objeds 
from without deſire to ſpeak with |. 
our Thoughts, and our Eyes as win- 


dows toourMinds, through which 


A 


they gaze = "oak them: It concerns. ] 
usto ſet Waiters at theſe Gnu 
Ports of onxSenſes, to ſeize uponall } 
-11T | 
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| regs As the 'Governour. of a 
| Fortreſs will take care to ' guard its. 


Avenues, andexamine Paſlengers, 


| eſpecially ſtrange Faces; leſt it, be 
-inſenſibly 
into the Hands of an Eriemy, under 


betrayed, or urpriſed 


the appearance and vizor of 2 
Friend : Not that tlie Senſes are of 
themſelves any way criminal ; for 
they diſcharge but.theirreſhettive 
Offices, according to the Laws of 
their Creation : Nor that all or 
moſt of the Images of Things, they 
let in, are noxious and finful _ 
what harm had the Wedge o 


_ Gold, or Babyloniſh- Garnient » 


them, when Achax Took'd upon 
them, coveted, and took them 
and isnot the fair Face drawn, and 
melodions Voice tuned by the Fin- 
ger of God, who candono Evil?) 
But they become an occaſion of Sin 


L 4. them; 
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176 -The Governmenc 
them ; and therefore it is we, muſt 
guard. our Senfes, to deprive that 
of the "matter of its Crimes, and | 
let its fooliſh Fire go out for want | 
of Fuel fit to keep it in. And yet 
how contrary to this 1s the Practice 
of the World, where our Eyes are 
every Day exposd to the infection 
of wanton Piftures, light Drefles, Þ 
Natural-and Artificial Beauties ; to 
the rednes of. the Wine when it 
I orvesits calour inthe Glafs, and to | 
, a Thouſand criminal: Examples; and 
our Ears ſtand all the Nay opento 
Amorous Rotmantick Stories, ob- 
ſcene Jeſts, Back-bitings, and Re- 
vilings, and moſt times to. flat and 
' Infipid Diſcourſes, that neither mis 
niſter Morality, - nor Grace, - nor 
Reaſon, - to the  Hearers. So that 
our Souls return home at-Night in- 
fected with the vain Air of the | 
courſes of the Day, and full charg- 
cd with Toys and Ten thouſand Þ 
Amuſe- } 
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"Amuſements, which 1 
ſenſible Impreſſions behind them _ * 
that we are ſtill hankering after | 
' thoſe Objeds, that gave us ſo agree- 
-able a Diverſion : Our Minds be-- 
| come unwilling Inhabitants of their | 
Tenements of Clay, and little bet- 
ter perhaps, than- Captives taken 
- by Satan at:his-Will. The Tree was 


* 1% 


pleaſant to the Hye, and then the 


r- Woman inveigled- by: her- 


Senſe, conld not forbear to take and 


Eat of: the Frait : So that we had 


need go andHſearn what that means; 


 Tbuch'not; Taſte not, Handle not ; 
. had need not gaze on a Maid, 'in 
the advice of the wiſe Son of Syrachs 


left we fall by thoſe things that are pre- 


crows 112 her, and our Eyes be-fullof 
Adultery; had need, in this Senſe 
toO, take heed © how: we hear, and 

turnin (in Solomon's advice) * from 
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t We 


the preſence of a fooliſh Man, when | 
we perceive mot 4s him the lips of | 
Knowledge, or wiſe and profitable 
Difcourſe.. Had-the Royal David, | 


with Job, made « Covenant with his | 


Eyes, both he and Bathſbebe had 


5 hr ig their Innocence, and 


riah his Life :: But, Alas! the 
King kept no Life-guard there, (as 
I may properly call it) where it 
ſeems it was moſt needfull, and fo 
the Mar after God's Heart, ſuffer d 
his own to walk,in Jobs Exprefſion, 


| after his Eyes, bas ſteps turn'd out of 


the Way, and he was deceived by a 
Woman. And therefore if we would 
take one primary Step towards the 
Government and good Diſcipline 


-of our Thoughts ; we muſt, as far - 
-. as we are able, amidſ} that variety 


of Objedts - that perpetually ſur- 
round us, 'turn away our Eyes from 


from hearkening untaFolly ; muſt | 
| ſhut 4 


beholding Vanity, and our Ears 3: 
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| © of the Thoughts. 199 
- ſhut the Gates againſt the Enemies. © 
parley. with them ; leſt they beck 
F and ſmile upon our Thoughts, 
j give them good Words, call them: 

out, and they, andour AﬀeCtions, 

_ :that are conſequent upon. them, 

 Tempt us to. yield and ſurrender- 
our Innacence. 
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F Peace, and not enter into. 


Iv. THEREFORE, in con-. - 7 
quence of this, it will be neceſſn=- 
ry to make a right choice of the 
Company we keep; which has ma-- 
ny times, ſo unreaſonable an: Awe 
over the Modeſty of Humane Na- 
ture .1n its. propenſions. towards. 
Good ; that like St. Paul's Perſon, 
in the 7th, to the Romans, by rea-- 
fon of it, the good. that we would, 
we dont. For tis ahardy well re-- 
folved Piety, that ventures to ex-- 


evil which we would. not, that we dot: 
| Zi ." Kor 
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fions Naturally inclines us fo 
low criminal before good Exam- 
ples. And therefore if we would 
effeQually preſerve our Innocence, 
we mult not only let no prophane 
or lewd Converſation proceed out 
of our own Mouths ; but- muſt be 
deaf to all that's vented by others. 
For, believe me, there's a ſtrange 
malignity in bad Converle, to poy- 
ſon and infefteven the beſt Diſpo- 
fitions : A ſort of Efluzia, as a 
Learned. Perſon of ourown 


from their Bodies; with the Clear 
| thou ſhalt be Clean, and with the Fro- 
ward thou ſhalt learn Frowardneſc. 
+, For Lewdneſs has but a ſhort and 
| eaſie Paſlage from the Ear to the 
Heart. And therefore what King 
Solomon adviſes in retation to the 
angry*and furious Man, that we 


* make 


 -. = the BiaG Jp our own Iropert- : 
k- oO fol- 


from' the Spirits of Men as well as 
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with him, leſt we 

Þ learn his ways, and get a ſrare f0 our 
Sort, 1s equally applicable to any 
| other inſtance of bad Acquaintance: 
| For he that touches Pitch ſhall be de- 

 flled therewith; ſays the Son of Sy- 
_ And car a Man, ſays the wiſe 
| King, take fire mm his ſom, and 
Tos note not be burnt, can he go 
| por: hot Coals, and his Feet not Ge 
burnt? Will evil Communication 
' Tet your Manners go as good as-it 
found them? Or, 1s it not rather 

verified by the Experience of eve- 
ry ordinary Obſerver of himſelf, 

That when we meet with an 

able, howſoever dangerous or de- 
ſtructive Converlation ; we carry it 
home along with us, ſuck it in, and... 
_ Thoughts chew the Cud {o 
upon it, many times in our 
mod Ab Retirements; that we 


— 


aſlmilate 


, Prov. 22. 23, 24 
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Government 
allumlate the vicious nutriment in- FF 
--toa Part, as it were, of our very || 
tion. And therefore the 
beſt way to ſecure our Thoughts, 
from Infection, 3s, topradtiſe with 
the Adder, to ſhut our Ears againſt 
the Voice of ſuch Charmers, charm 
they never ſo agreeably to our own 
corrupt Inclinations. * To. accept 
#0 Perſon againſt our own Soul, and. 
wot let the Reverence of any Man cauſe | 
#5 to fall, but to exchange the Com- 
munion of Devils for that of Saints, 
whoſe Examples and ſalutary Dif 
courſes may feafon our Minds; and, 
as Iron ſharpens Iron, rub off the: | 
ruſt we have contracted, and give. | 
an edge to -our Spirits. 


| V. ANDas Menſhould be thus 
choice 1n their-Company.,, in or- | 
der to the preſervation of their | 
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Thoughts; | 
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| care world be had of thoſe Books, 
upon which they now and then 
| mmploy their vacant Hours. It will 

not be 4 vanity to affirm, Thatno 

| Nation in the World exceeds aur 

* own for variety of good Books, 
\ Publiſh'd in our -own Language, 
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L nn with King Solomors, The ww” 


'-of the Thoughts. -163_ 
: ſo likewiſe the ſame- 


and adapted to all Capacities; And . 
yet, fo far of late Years have we 


j fackt in the French Air; that, as 


ſome have labour'd the Introducti- 
on of their Government amongſt 

us, tho' the moſt uneaſie and Ty- 
mkecea'} in Chriſtendom; fo others 


| have as greedily imitated thetn in 
- their Vices, and made their Va- 


nities Claſſical and Authentick : I 
mean particularly, their Plays, O- 
peras, Farces, Romances, and 0- 
ther ſuch like curious Cobweb- 
Work of idle Brains; in ſo much 
that a Man -may fay on this Qcca- 
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It will be requiſite ite that they: lay 


.are able to wore then wiſe. unto Sal- 
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of if him that hath Ornderſtanding fbf 


Fools feetls on Fooliſhneſs. Suc 
Fools amuſe and pleaſe themſelves 
with the-remembrance of idle and | 
fititious Stories, with the Amours |. 
of one Romantick: Hero, _ the || 
brave imaginary Exploits of ano- 
ther : ns ths he Bleed i 1s fill'd 
with Froth inſtead of- Brains, and. 
the Thoughts, Camel:on-like, live on: 
the Air, on that indeed inhach ; 25 not; 

as having noother Being but what 

a fruitful-Invention, and a roving 
Fancy gives it. Ifay then, that for- 
the better orderingMens Thoughts; 


_ ps vacantHours-to better pur- 
particularly on thoſe infalli- 
= oLns of Eternal Wiſdom that 


vation, and endeavour to fraight 
their Heads with Piety and Senſe; 

—_ of. Fumes and - Feathers 
For 
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For what Men Read, if it: fall in : 


with their own footiſhand corrupt 
inclinations, leaves laſting Impreſ- 


fi ons behind it z and generally, the 


| worſt thing that paſſes m Conver- 

ſation, either with the Living or 
the Dead; ſticks the longeſt. by us, 

' and affords moſt Food for the 


Thoughts to feed upon: And 'tis 
well, after all, if ſuch Perſonspro- 


.ceed yet no farther, and: turn; not 


the well told legendary Tales that 
they Read, into true and real th 
ſtory by their Praftice. , * | 


VL THEN fince the vanity of 


, Thoughts i is ſo much owing to the 
21 Supplies they meet with, partly 


from idle Books, partly from aSidle 


Converſation ; it will be further re- 
- quiſite to furniſh the Mind with 
good Materials, for it to exert and 
- deſcanton. Since the cruditics of 


the Saul, like thoſe of the Stomack, 
pro- 
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proceed fo much fromthoſe ill Jars þ 
which have vitiated its tone and di-/ 
geftzan ;\we muſt provide it better 
Food and more wholſomDict to re- | 
cover its taſte,its due Craffs,and con- 'Þ 
fttution; _ the is as well as the 
Body is: cipate of the N+- 
ture of t ele | ords tits uſt- 
al Nouriſhment. And, here we have - 
aSlarge a Table ſpread for our Men- 
_ talRepaſt, asthewonderscontamn'd 
inGod, in Nature and in Grace 
wniſh. View the firſt of theſe 
in his Almighty Power, whereby, 
as he ſpake the World out of Ne- 
thing; fo hecan, not only think, but 
return-*t. into Nothing again: In 
his Immenſity, where ebay id 
Places andis containedof None : In | 
the Unity and Simplicity of his Na- 
ture, aWhole witkourſ Parts: In his . 
Lnderſtanding,;to which the Truth b 
of all Things beforethey had a Be- | 
mg; Wa road Noon-day to him, '| 
or | 


[ xi 


we. Y ma 


' of the Thongs l By 


| rather he tothem; _ ;" ror 
all in, and deri 
= hole anc his will, 'the 
| . amediate Efflux orfirſt born of his 
u inderfanding, and yet co-evous. 
with its Parent: View 7 him 3 in the 
Juſtice of his Jadgments, in” the 
"Wiſdom of his Providence, and m 
- _—_— AG wag the Frewvi 
of Men; * 34 wviſe will ro 
theſe things, and theyſhall underſtan 
the loving kindneſs of the Lord :-Or 
| look over, inthe next place, the 
Book of Nature, the Heavens" the 
work of bis Fingers, +the Moor and 
the Stars which he: hath "ordained : 
Thoſe Immenſe FireWorks, whoſe 
- motion is as regular as rapid;and are 
| butasthe Twilight of the everlaſt- 
mg Day, and of that Light which 
1s1naccefſible : Read him further yet 
f_ intheamazing Inſtance of his Grace, 


Y _— — 


* Pſal. 107. 13. Þ Pſal. 8.3. 
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x83 The Government 
Hows he gag - World #6 
Collie be be preſent Tod t 
Mind ; || God manifeſt in the Fleſh i; 
Juſtsfied 1n the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, 
preach'd unto the Gentiles, believed 
01 111 the World, recerved up into 
Glory. But it cannot be imagin'd that 
F ſhould enter into the detail of 
thoſe innumerous Objects that af- 
ford proper Matter for the Contem- 
_ .and Improvement of our 
, Thoughts ; and therefore the ſuc- 
cint-Advice of the Apoſtle will ap- 
politely take place here : Whatſoever 
things are true, whatſoever are honeſt, 
whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever 
things are pure, whatſoever things art 
lovely, whatſoever things are of good 
report: If there be any Vertue, or 
zf there be any Praiſe, think on 
theſe Things. For the Truth and 
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— Feaſon of all is, The Spirit of a 
n Man is an adtive. reſtleſs Principle 
Kl of internal Motion, ' that will not 
F bewholly idle, but will be doing ; 
7. {tot be nothing to the purpoſe, 
b rather then do juſt nothing at all. 
;, (And therefore unleſs you furniſh 
"7 1t with good ſtuff to work upon; 
It will take up with that which is 
| next at hand atall adventures: So 
that if we would bring forth good 
» | thirgs, 1n our Saviour's Language, 
+ | we muſt, with his good Mar, have 
| agood treaſure in our Hearts: * (How 
. | precious are thy Thoughts to me O 
. | God, fays holy David, - how great is 
' | the ſure of them!) Not a ſmall in- 
conſiderable Stock of Piety and 
| Knowledge, but a Treaſure, a 
ood Fund, or Bank, for our 
Thoughts to trade with, and then 
"we ſhall increaſe with the Increaſe 
of God. King Solomonrequiring us 
| FP/al. 139. 17. © | 
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tO bind the Divine-Law continual Þ 
ly apon' our Hearts;adds, Fhat when 
WESO 16 ſball lead ns,* When we flee $1 
z-thall keep ns, and when we awake £1 
itſhall ah with us. 97a: enters | 
tain-our Thoughts, and bear them || 
Company, when we are alone :: Or, | 
as. t's ſaid upan the ſame Occaſion; | 
f: When we wal k; bythe way, where we || 
lis: dawn, ' and when: we riſe up : | 
Times'. generally of the ſt | 
etirement. But now without | 
this good Society ati Home, | our 
Thoyghts will certainly  ſeek-out 
for new Acquaintance-; gadabroad | - 
for. fellowſhip. with fame other |. 
Objedts ; and ten | te-one 1m. them 
jant, fall into bad Company : Afſo- 
ciate-with the Luft; of the Fleſh, the 
Luft of the Eye; or the Pride of Life; | 
and get thoſe ill -haunts that 'our 
Minds perhaps may never after | 
> havethe power to abandon. | 
 * Prov. 6. 22. Þ| Dent. 6.7. 
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BUT. becauſe neither  Natare 
e | Men with: equal Matter for thei - 
- | Thoughts, and there are different 
fizes in Underſtanding as well as 
-1n Stature; therefore, | - || 


« 


: | more comprehenſive Expedient #or 
ſt | the - Government - of / Thoughts 
ut | whichevery one is capable of uling : 
ir | And that is, forMen to be Diligent 
it | and Induſtrious in that Calling or 
d | -Station wherein Providence; has 
r |plac'd them; 'to: do, as' the wiſe © 2? 
| King adviſes, - with al} their might .4 
» | what their hands find. to do. For :)} 
e | this confines the Stream of our 
3 | Thoughts to their proper Channel, 
r | and hinders them from. overflow- 
r | ing their Bank : This hedges in the 
Ramblers, and keeps them to their 


ownlIncloſure, who, if left uncon- 
| tmed, 
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He Eee BET Py tht 
*-* 


fined, om. like _ s wid | 
Aſs fas up the Wind, and obſerve 
no meaſures. God, wha is the Fa- | 
ther of the Spirits ofall Fleſh, knew. 
that he had made themaGive, reſt- 
leſs things: And therefore toim wo i 
and find them Work, to keep - 
doing as they ought, when they 
are not immediately ingaged in his 
| Service; he Deſign'd'Men their re- 
ſpeQive Callings and Profeſſions, 
andSix parts of Time in Seven for 
them to take up their Thoughts 
and imploy them: And if they are: 
not thus ingaged about their own: 
Buſineſs, 'tis odds, but that like 
| St. Paul's buſie Bodzes, they wander 
from Honſe to Houſe, mind other: ,|. 
Mens, and meddle* with many Mat- | 
ters. Which may in time x as 
great Combuſtions without; as they 
do diſorder the Head within. Let al 
our Thoughts then keep within 
their own Lines, and make no ins : 
croachy 


hel 
w, 


; 
F; 


os ws ts A IP - Fy 


of pon Thoughts. I 93 ; 


chr of our own proper Baſics 


- | and Station, let their proud Waves 


; $0,aud no farther. Let his Thoughts 


who's ya 
| pattion his. 
to Teach, 078 Tearhing, ee. 


inted to the Mrniſtery 
miſering, DIS, WHO 1s 


VAL iT were adviſable forMens 
better-ordering their Thoughts, to 
make choice, as far as they can, of 
fuch Imployments and Courſe of 


Life, as1s5moſt ſuitable to their Ge- 


nus,' and abilities of Mind ; for 


that always ſits the eaſieſt on them, 


and their Thoughts more Natyu ral- 


ly fall inwith their Buſineſs and a- 
. bide by it : Whereas if Mens Im- 


—_ 


ploys lie croſs the grain of their 
Inclinations, their 'Thoughts will 
be perpetually running after fome- 


+1 thing elſe, at which they are not 
8 fo aukward: Or if they aſpire at - 


«| Thi ings to which their _ 
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boars no. proportion, matters too | 
ih for theme, and above theſphere || 

; their Activity ; theweight of | 

the burden will render. them pain. } 

ful and uneaſie, . make them 54 

ger too and fro like a drunken 

aid bring them to their wits ans | 

' > beſides the damage they may occa- 
lion to the Publick: As Phaetoren- 
' deavouring/to mount hisFather's 

' Chariot, the management whereof 
he did not underſtand ; was there- 
by thrown ont of Heaven, and had 
like to have ſet the World on hire. t 


IX. NEXT. to this it may | 
be proper to ſubjoin the advice of 
/ endeavouring to. contract rather 
than enlarge our Secular Afﬀeairs; 1n- 
ſtead of ſpreading them wider, to: 
reduce them to as tight and nar- ] 
row a compaſs as we can, that we. | 
may the beter attend . to the im-' } 


provement of our own Minds; an {| 
Ac- ! 


if 
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; toa-bra verefined and accompliſhed 
- Mind?! Now multipticity-of Buti: 
. neſsi3s') mighty obſtruction tothns 

Mental: kmprovement.: .-He' that 


thinks-of many things; thinks: of 
nothing 3as/he-that'would go ſe- 
veral, ways ſtands ſtill : Irdiſtrads 
and divides-:our:Thoughts,. like 


|  Watermiixt with W1ne;: debulitates 


and difttes them. That: River will 
neither be ſo deep;nor ſofcrviceable 
for Trade, that: is$7dividediinto a 
great many little Channels x «as that 
which flows'altogether 1n' its own 
natura};Bed.' / Thus it is-with our 
Thoughts if we letithem out at 
every little: chink; whichthe Con- 
cerns of the. World/make in them; 

they'll--be- but ſhallow Thoughts, 

and: marr-the Improvement of .our 
TP 2 Minds. 
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Minds. A | Ray. collected into a 
Point/is far more intenſe than one 
varioully. refrafted; - As:God does 
not love idle, ſo neither  over-bu- 
fie People : Marthe's fault wasnot 
that' ſhe was imployed im TI, but 
in 2-any things, which juſtled for 
that tite, the good! part out of her 
Mind. Cares intangle and perplex 
the Thoughts, p tog mach - 
Worldly Buſinefs hmes and 

the Wings of 'oor Mind 1d faſt, that 
it —_— take ts -" and nataral 
Fl Variety of Objefts ever 
| kane and. diſtradts the force of 
our Faculties, which are ſo ſtinted 
in their Operation, that they can- 
not with any tolerable vigour di- 
ret to more than one Mark at'once: 
And therefore if we would bear a 
due regard to. the'trueſt improve- 
ment of. our Minds, and nunage- 

ment of our Thoughts ; we muſt 


narrow 'our Secular Aﬀairs 45 much 
as 


a 
C 
S 
L 
/ 


ont diftration ;; let us 


ons Dreams in ſeep, make. our 
Thoughts to. be little better in the 
Day-time. And therefore in or- 


der. to take off our Minds from a 


too greedy purſuit of Secular Con- 
ceraments, that we may be there- 
by the better inabled to/attend np- 
on God and our own Souls with- 
X. IN the next. place, fre- 
nently ſet before us the Vanity .of 
the World, and''the'emptineſs of 
all its Enjoyments;: Remembring 
that that was the ' reſale of 'Sulo- 
zon's valt Experience in'this Kind. 


Vanity was the Motto he inſcrib'd: 


on all Things »nder the Sur : For 
even when he gave his heart to know 
Wiſdom, and to know Madneſs and 
Folly, to. ſeek and to ſearch out by 


K3 done 


wiſdom concerning all things that are 
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' as we can; leſt the multzmue of bu- 
fnefs, which Solomon {ays, occaſi- 
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this noble: Imployment of his: vaſt 
Capacittes: he-pronounces: no. better - 
than vexation of Spirit :. For in much 
wiſdom, ſays he; is mich grief,-and 
he that increaſeth knowledge (it {elf 
does but increaſe.hys ſorrow. And if * 
this / great {Maſter of Experience, 
and $kilfnl-Obſerver -of - Things, 
met with fo. very: httle ſatisfaGtion, 
even in the purſuit of Knowledge, 
and reſolves the corcluſron of the 
whale matter, 'aShe ſpeaks, into the 
| fearing of God and keeping his Cont 
 . mandments;wemay ately conclude, 
|  Fhat there is nothing here below 
| adequate tothe large Soul-of Man, 
worthy to: engage his Aﬀedtions,. 
.and ingroſs his Powers: And if we 
can but .thus wean our Thoughts, 
from the: World and its Allure- 
ments ; we ſhall-then be at liberty 
to lay them ant elſewhere to bet- - 
. ter. purpoſe, and to our greaterand 
more laſting ſatisfaction. NOT 


» 
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{ 4 
—_ ———— NS; 


done under Bleaves ; eventhis alſo, 
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'NO T lat what I ive Bid: on 
theſe two laſt Heads, is / to be un- 
derſtood; as if 1 would” have all 
Men devote themſelvesto Contem- : 
plation; toquitthe World and their F 
JF ordinary Imployments, and meddle 

with no Buſineſs; for I preſcribe it; 


ſ XI. IN the next Place, as an + 
excellent Remedy againſt evil 
Thoughts to avoid Idleneſs, which 
in common Experience ever of Adcp 
the Devil-an advantage againſt us: 
When David coming Forts lolling — 
on his Bed walk'd idly, it-ſhould 
ſeem, * on the Roof of his Houle ; 
he immediately preſented /Bathſheba 
to his Thoughts, and ſoon pre- 
vail'd with him toaccept the Prof- 
fer. For when we are the idleft, he 
is the - buſieſt; when we 'do the 


' F2Sam. 11, 


K 4 leaſt 
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leaſt, he does the moſt with us: If }. 


s oO oc tt Pre e e 


our Minds fl&p, he'll fow this | 
Tares the, faſter; and if welet them [| 
he fallow, Weeds will be the Na- 
tural Produc of the neglected Soil, 
Standing Minds, like ſtanding Wa- 
ters, puddle and corrupt, and be- 
come the proper Element of Ver- 
min. 


| XIL AGAIN, ut will be our | 
Wiſdom, for [the better manage- 
ment of -our Thoughts, now and 
together: to the muſter, and cxa- 
mine the ſtate and plight of our 
Minds; to'enconrage good Motions, 
and diſconntenanceBad ; and tolet 
them know we have fet a ſpic up- 
on them, and that they come not 
there without our Obſervation. | 
And becauſe every "Man has his 
blind Side,and the Sin of his Boſom, 
2nd. conſequently our Thoughts 
| 7 
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- run further into ſome fort of: Ob-- 

| j& thanothers; we. muſt take par- 
MJ wyicular care, and after ſuch review 

& ] - ſhall be better inabled, to guard 
il | there moſt, where our-T houghts. 
" ply the moſt, where their haunts ; 
| are, and the Company they moſt 
T delight in ; as he whoCommands 4 
In chief in a Siege will place the 
ſtrongeſt Guard there, where the 
T Walls or otherFortifications of the 
: Town are the weakeſt. So, if you 
| find that Luſt, for inſtance, has 
: ſtollen in at the Windows-of your 
_ Eyes,and got the greateſt Aſcendant 
over you, watch. your Thoughts 
en that ſide ; for there they'll be 
fure to hanker : 'So, again, if you 
obſerve your ſelf the weakeſt on 
the ſide of Provocations, and' An- 
| ger be your Infirmity ; take care to 
; have your Reaſon within call; and 
' take off your Thoughts betimes. 
from Reſentments,- and meditating. 
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Revenge ; for that's the Subje& 

they'll be ſure moſt of all to dwell 
on, &c. And thus'by reviewing 
-our Thoughts we ſhall both acquire 
Power , .and learn” how to ma- 
nage them, and be able to Coun- 
termine the Devil, who knowing 
our ſtrong and feeble Part, better 
many times than we do our-ſelves; 
always lays his Train there where 
'tis moſt likely to take fire, and to 
blow up our Hearts the ſtrong Fort | 
of our Innocence. | 


 XIME SINCE, as has been be- 
fore- obſery'd, our Thoughts are 
generally too much at the com- 
mand of our-Paſlions, ſo that look 
what ſort: of. AﬀeChons bear - the 
fway in a Man's Heart, that way 
his Thoughts will take their-courſe; 
therefore 1s it highly adviſable, a+ | 
gain, to-ride this brutal Part of-us 
wittra-ftreight Rein, to. Og 
fpi- 


i of the Thoughts. 202 - ? 
#4 ſpiritualize our Aﬀe&#:0rs, by ſet-. 3 

| ting them on things above, and not 
{ letting them run ſo madly as they 
| do on things that are upon the 

Earth. For tho" Thoughts give the 
$ firſt Being to AﬀeCions, as no Man 
| can loveor hate a Thing before he 
thinks on't ; yet when they are, 
once plac'd: upon their Objetts, 
they make our Thoughts dance af- 
ter them at their pleaſare. As if 
| Fear has ſeizd us, it calls in all our 
| Thoughtsto view the frightfulOb- 
ject, diſorders our Powers, and 
makes the Mind paint the Bug-bear 
with unjuſt dimenſions; perhaps, 
and unnatural colours: So, if De- 
ſire carry us abroad 'amongſt varie- 
ty of Obje&s; our Thoughts muſt 
| keep it company, and he under 
| - that infinite perplexity and diſtra- 
4 Ction that Naturally attends its Ex- 
| " travagance, and thizefore if we 
would- Command : our - Thoughts; 
"5 we 
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we mult firſt learn» 'to 
our Paſſions. 
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_ NIV. mY on would have the 
company of good Thoughts, muſt Þ} 
entertain them kindly,” afd give 
them a friendly reception when 
. they come and viſit him. If you 
receive them coldly, and with an 
Air of indifferency ; they'll be as. 
ſhy to you 1m time, as you can be 
tothem: For the Divine Spzr:t, the 
great Author of them, -will not al- 


ways 


ſtrive with Men, but will take 


Wing, fly away, and deſert you ; 
for they are nimble Movers,and are 


ſent 


an Errand that 1s your 


own truelt Intereſt,and therefore if 
you have not yet learnt to be wiſe 
to yourſelves by cloſing with their: 
Propoſals, co-operating with them, 
and working out your own Salvation; 
they have noQConmmiliton to force 
or drive you on to Happineſs, like 


an 
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{| ar Horſe or Mule that have no un- 
8 derſtanding, but will leave you not 

# only where, but worſe than they 
; found you. 


_ XV. SINCE few Men are -of 
that ſtrong-and Athletick Temper 
of Soul, as to be able to bear the 
 ſhocksof Adverlity, but that it ge- 
nerally rufflesand diſcompoſes their 
Thoughts, and, like the deſperate 
Puſhes of an Enemy, breaks their 
Ranks, and puts themin diforder; .. 
it would be therefore of excellent- 
and common uſe-for the manage- 
ment of our Thoughts in thoſe 
Exigencies, to be verſt in the The- 
ory of the Divine Diſpenſations, 
to bring our ſelves to a Recumben- 
cy upon God, and commit our Cares 
to him who careth for us, that we 
may thereby maintain an evenneſs 
of Temper amid{t the rougheſt 
Emergencies ; and. enjoy 2 ___ 
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Mind within, amidſt. the loudeſt 
Storms without. 
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XVL AGAIN, ſince, not- 
withſtanding the Immaterial and | 
Spiritual Nature of the Soul ; it is | | 

conn. of being wrought upon, and | 
ed by- the Body during their 
Union; for when once link'd and 
wedded together,there ariſes amu- 
tual Sympathy betwixt-the unequal 
Couple z cad that thence doubtleſs 

3 proceed many fooliſh, wandring, 
and impure Cogitations; z It would 
be adviſable to tame the one by the 
macerations of the other,to mortifie 
the Fleſh, to keep onr Bodies under, 
and not cramand indulge them, till 
the Beaſt rides: the Man, till they 
grow | too hard for our Reaſon, 
throw off- its Government, and 
draweven it in too, to ſecond the 
Motions and Sollicitations of the 
Fleſh, For the. Flames of Luſt __ 
the 
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the. Spirit, as ' the ſcorching Sun-. 
ÞF beams put out the gentler heat of 
# the Fire. Foul Weather in the 
| lower Regions ſends up nought but 
- filthy Steams and: Vapours. The 
pure in Heart only ſhall ſee God here, 


as well as hereafter; and thencebe 
furniſhed with juſt and elevated 
Conceptions : For he will not ac-. , 


| cept * pollated Bread upon his Altar : 


Nor. will admit an unclean Sacri- 
fice. If therefore we would be Ma-- 
ſters of our own Thoughts, we 
muſt firſt be Maſters of: our Appe- 
tites, and not pamper. and ras 4 
our Carkaſles ; but wiſely avoiding 
all exceſſes of this kind, muſt en- 
deavour, by a Subſtraftion of un- 
neceſſary fuel from the Body, to 
let the Fire thereby kindled in our. 
Thoughts go out. => 


Learn 
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ly conduce to the Ordering of our | 


- 


Th ts aright, to live, as much - ; 
as poſhibly we can, under this Ap- | 


prehenfion, That Almighty God 
1s preſent with them, ſees, knows, 
reads and ſcans their ſubtleſt Mo- |. 
tions and darkeſt Intrigues, better } 
than the Eyes and Ears of Men' { 
hear or ſee them in their fruits of } 
Words and A@tions. For'lo, there 
1s not a Thought inour Heart, but . 
he knoweth it altogether, and afar 
; for Throw their Imagination, 
ys God, concerning his People, 
* which wy go about even now, be-- 
fore T have brought them into the land 
which T fware: + For He, ever He 
only, knows all the Hearts of the 
Children of Men + And, as Job ſays, 
[| zo Thought can be with-holden 
from him: Fell and Deſtruition are 


* Dem. 31. 21..f TL. King..8. 39 ||. Fob 42e 20. 
oh ah before- 


= 4T: BEE TG 20 9 "= 
T Lives hime, * haw muck more then the 3 
\ | Hearts of the Children of Men f For 
# ſhall not the Almighty Artificer, 
JF: whomude the Heart, know all the 
Wheeb, the Springs and Move- 
ments that are init 2 Go then, and 
aſcend wp into Heaven, in the Plal- 
miſt's Rhetorick on this: occaſion, 
make thy bed 31 Hell, take the wings 
of #he cri and dwelt inthe Ht 
termoſt parts of the Sea + "Go whi- 
ther, do whatthon wilt, there' San 
| Ear to over-hear'thee, ani'Eye'to 
. overlook! thee; and an inviſible 
| - Hand to tranſcribe and regiſter the 
_ cloſeſt Tranſations of thy Mind : 
. We find the Royal David had ſich 
a continaallively Senſe of this mat- 
_ ter on him, (.thathe tell us; + whe 
he awaked God was ever preſent with 
him, occurrd immediately to his 
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Ian Ty our CS which molt . 


of all engros our Thoughts. And * ] 


could we but learn to Live under - 


the | ſame quick. 'Apprehenfion, 


would we walk leſs by ; Senſe and 0 


more by Faith, and look through 


at thoſe, Things that lie within the 
Vail ; it would be of mighty uſe to 


- Us; in the management of this hid- 
den-and.. unſeen Part of us. For 
fince qur Sins, in Ewbryo, at their 
fir conception in the. Soul,” are as 
loathſom in God's Eyes; as they are 
in; their Birth-- and / Production, 
ſhamefwl--in the | Eyes..of Men: 
Stce the - Remarks "* thoſe who 
are \-of.like - Infirmities- with our 


Selves, are powerful enough to per- 


{wade us; tothe regulation of our 
outward Behaviour; and\we ſhould 
really be in confuſion, to have any. 


_ grave, ſaber Friend, whoſe Eſteem 


wevalue, and whoſe Judgment we 
revere, privy toall the, fooliſh and 
UN- 


fb ane? a: wn - _” 


Þ bay Souls; To. _—_ PEE ſhould 

| lia Confiderationaf God's All-ſees 

F ing Eye .lay- a:reſtraint upon our 
internal Follies? -For what Abfur- 
| dity is this to be. aſhamed: of 'what 
' paſſes in our Thoughts, could Men 
 pry-anto thoſe Recefles; and yet to 
| let God look::0n;without the leaſt 

"Emotion? :What-Inadvertency,or - 
Atheiſm rather: is:1t, to be.aſhamed 

or afraid of an-overtat of Wicks - 
edneſs,” leſt Menſhould find usont; 
. and yet ;at- the. ſame time: Riat 1 in 
our. Hearts, and Debauch in'our 
Thoughts, when - God -all:- the 
while ſtands by a SpeCtator, and if 
hepleas'd himſelf, a Juſt Avenger, 
of-all' ſuch Impious Tranſaftions? 
Since then God certainly knows alt 
that paſſes in our Hearts, ſees and 
| obſerves who comes'in, and' who 
T goes out, 1s intimate to every.un= 
Clean, or otherwiſe ſinful Thought, 
to 
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toEvery unlowut Delis, to ovary | 

x. 1A Wilti | 
- towhatſoever, ina Word, is tranſs, ( 
adted-in that Cabinet-Council 7 
us endeavour after ſuch an pat | F 
a TRougur Of OLE; a5me5 hUk'Y 3 
hm, 'notin our Attions only,- but | 5 
in all the movements of our Minds; 


Let the Confideration of his Pre 


WE are ace rar of it. - 


- I ſhall ſhut wp the. whole with | 
the Excellent Collect of our Church | 


; od this purpoſe. 


ALMIGHTY GOD, uno | 
whom all INE be open, all Deſires * J 


\ Ini 


E n4 IF FORT nas ' 2B 
« Williams's . Diſcourſe, of \the Worttipping| F 
Gad by the;Common-Prayer, + s 3 
——His Vindication of Arch'Biſhop| Ti Horn , if 
- From -Socinianiſm. 4k 
——His Reprefentation of. the abſurd - and mif- ? 
chieyons Principles of the Muggletonians. -. *_ 
——flis Sermons at Eſq; Boyle's. Le&ure, _ +.) 
Bp.Patrick's Hearts Eaſe, or a Remedy againſt all 
Troubles, The Seventh Edition. 16 99. 
— —His Parable of the Pilgrim, 
 — — —His Eleven Sermons upon ſeveral Occafions. 
—— His Commentary upon Geneſis, Exodus, Le- IF 
viticus and Nunbers,..10.4..Yolumes. 42... ... 
nn on Deuteronomy (in the 
. -» Prels. 
Dr. Wakes's Eleven Treatiſes againſt Popery. 4% _ 
Bp. Stillingfleet*s Diſcourſe of the Unreaſonable- L| 
 neſF'of Separation on account of the Oarhs, | 
Bp. Williams's Vindication-of the ſaidPiſcourſe. | 
Bp. Stillingfleet $Vindicayidn of His Mi ſty's Au- |}. 
_— ro fill- up the Sees of the Deprived: 
Bi 
i Kee to Three Papers (pretended to 
be Written by King Charles II. and found in _ 
the mong Box) concerning the Authority of 
the Catholick Church in Matters of Faith, 
and-rheReformarion of the Church of England. 
—— Hs Vindication of the ſaid Anſwer. 

The Secrer Conſults, Negotiations and Intrigues 
of the Papiſts in Ireland from 1660 to 1689. 
Dean Story's Impartial Hiſtory of the Wars in 

Ireland. Tn Two Parts with Sculptures. 
Valentines's 
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Licanies, Viz. Confeſſion, Deprecarion, 'Sn 
plication, Thankſgiving, Interceſſien, and fo 


the Sick: with DireRions and Priyers for the 


þ  . .Lord'sDa Day, the Sacrament, the Day of Death 


...and Judgment. "The 26th Edition + 

Arch-Bp. Tillotſon of Sihcerity and Conftancy -in 
the Faich and Profeſſion of the True Religion. 
Being the-Firſt Vol. Publiſhed from the Origi- 
- nals by Dr. Barker, Chaplain to His Grace.” 

His Second Vol. Containing 16 Sermons on 
ſeveral Occafions. 

— His Third Vol. COnng 16 Sermons on 
ſeveral Subjets, 


— —- His Fourth. Vol. Containing Diſcourſes 'of 


Natural: and Inſticuted Rel; 


———His Fifth Vol:Proving Fe 002 to be the Meſſrs, 


the Son of God:: *The Danger of Apoſtaſy, 
— —His Sixth Yol. Being upon the Arete 


of God- (Part:the Firſt) 


the Divine Artribures. - Pare II. {In the Preſs. 

Dr. Outram's Sermons on ſeveral Occafions.” 

Mr. Henry Wharton's Sermons in Two Tye Wa 

.- an Account of .his Lite.. 

Dr. Conant's Sermons -1n Two Vol. Publiſhed by 
Bp. Willtams. ' -: 

Dr. 'Cave's Primitive Ch riſtianity The' Et 
Edition, 1698. : 

SCRIPTORUM- ECCLESIAST IORUM Hi ori 
Literaria facili ox perſpicua methodo di gefta, Pars 
Altera. Qua pluſquam DC. Scriptores novi, tam 
Editi quam Manuſcripti recenſentur ; Prioribus plu- 
rima adduntur ;, breviter aut obſcure difta illuStra- 
Fur ; refe aſſerta windicantur. Accedit- ad finem 
CK PI Saculi CONCILORUM omnium tum 

Genera- 
». 


” Books OP riendr's Br 1 BY: Gif et "*Y 
; Fay Private Devorions Digeſted' Ine) Six 


His Seventh Vol,” Being upon the: Reſt of 


5 Sp 
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